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SHOWDOWN  OVER  CESAR  CHAVEZ  STREET 


by  Brian  Doohan 

On  January  3rd,  in  a special  Tues- 
day session,  the  full  Board  of  Supervisors 
will  determine  whether  former  United 
Farmworkers’  (UFW)  President  Cesar 
Chavez  will  be  honored  by  renaming 
Army  Street  east  of  Guerrero. 

The  original  measure  to  rename  all  of 
Army  Street,  sponsored  by  Supervisor  Bill 
Maher,  was  modified  during  a stormy 
hearing  of  the  Land  Use  Committee  last 
month,  where  supporters  of  the  name 
change  included  members  of  the  Latino 
community  and  representatives  of  or- 
ganized labor. 

The  compromise  has  been  attacked  by 
both  sides  in  the  dispute.  Residents  of 


tonier  Noe  Valley,  veterans  who  cast  the 
issue  in  a patriotic  light,  and 
businesspeople  concerned  about  the  ex- 
pense of  changing  their  addresses  and 
reordering  stationary  were  unmollified  by 
Committee  members  Maher  and  Sue 
Bierman,  who  voted  to  phase  in  the 
change  over  a five-year  period.  The  third 
member,  Board  President-elect  Kevin 
Shelley,  was  not  present. 

Meanwhile,  Chavez  advocates  have 
petitioned  the  full  Board  to  restore  the 
name  change  to  all  of  Army  Street. 

"Although  some  may  find  the  con- 
troversy associated  with  this  decision  un- 
pleasant," organizers  Eva  Royale  and 
Frank  Martin  del  Campo  told  the  Super- 
visors, "we  have  taken  great  care  in  con- 
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ducting  ourselves  in  a manner  which 
reflected  Cesar’s  style  of  work. 

"We  believe  we  have  succeeded  in  this 
regard.  Almost  without  exception,  during 
the  recent  hearing  before  the  Housing 
and  Land  Use  Committee,  the  debate  was 
conducted  with  civility  and  under- 
standing. 

"While  we  are  sensitive  to  the  impact 
this  decision  would  have  on  the  residents 
of  Army  Street,  we  believe  the  entire 
street  should  be  renamed." 

President  Martin  del  Campo  of  the 
Labor  Council  for  Latin  American  Ad- 
vancement pointed  out  that  proponents 
have  the  support  of  140  residents  of  Army 
Street,  a figure  he  believes  to  be  3 times 
the  number  of  opponents. 


"We  believe  it  would  be  bad  public 
policy  to  divide  the  street,"  he  says.  "If  any 
given  neighborhood  expressed  concerns 
about  crime,  would  it  be  appropriate  to 
have  the  City  pay  for  fences  to  divide 
neighborhoods?  Do  we  really  want  to 
support  a two-tier  society?" 

Negotiations  continue  between  sup- 
porters and  opponents  of  the  name 
change. 

The  public  hearing  phase  is  closed,  but 
News  readers  with  an  opinion  on  the  topic 
should  write  or  call  Board  Members,  in- 
cluding the  outgoing  Maher  and  An- 
nemarie  Conroy,  who  will  not  be  leaving 
the  Board  until  later  in  the  month. 


LOOKING  BACK 
LOOKING  FORWARD 

WHAT  HAPPENED  IN  ’94  WHAT’S  AHEAD  IN  ’95 


Opinion  by  Victor  Miller 

1994  in  the  Mission  District  was  char- 
acterized by  contentious  politics,  an  in- 
consistent economy,  a declining  crime 
rate  and  a vibrant  arts  scene.  The  area’s 
claim  to  being  America’s  most  culturally 
diverse  community  remained  strong,  and 
Carnaval  continued  to  be  a world-class 
festival. 

1995  promises  to  be  a year  in  which  the 
role  of  the  Redevelopment  Agency  (if 
any)  in  the  Mission  becomes  a major  area 
of  controversy.  It  will  also  be  a year  of 
uncertainty  and  apprehension  for  the 
Mission’s  large  community  of  immigrants, 
as  the  courts  decide  the  final  impact  of 
Prop.  187  (see  stories  on  pages  6 & 7) 

CRIME  RATE  DROPS 

Crime*  the  number-one  neighborhood 
concern,  was  down  for  the  second  year  in 
a row(see  The  Grassroots  Report  on  page 
8).  In  a year-to-date  comparison  with  the 
first  11  months  of  1992  and  1993,  all  major 


offenses  except  rape  (homicide,  robbery, 
aggravated  assault,  burglary,  other  lar- 
ceny, and  motor  vehicle  theft)  showed 
dramatic  decreases.  Rape  was  down  from 
51  reports  for  the  first  11  months  of  1992 
but  increased  from  29  in  the  first  11 
months  of  1993  to  32  in  the  first  11  months 
of  1994. 

In  spite  of  these  encouraging  num- 
bers, public  safety  will  be  a hot  topic  for 
most  of  1995.  The  perception  that  an  area 
is  dangerous  always  remains  longer  than 
the  actual  problem.  To  some  extent,  the 
new  police  station  that  opened  last  month 
will  have  affect  this  perception  positively, 
even  though  police  staffing  in  the  Mission 
will  probably  stay  at  less  than  optimal 
levels  throughout  the  year. 

Youth-on-youth  violence,  i.e.,  gang 
violence,  is  one  area  that  continues  to  be 
intractable  because  of  its  complex  causes 
and  because  the  needs  of  Mission  youth 
were  ignored  for  so  many  years.  Progress 
in  this  area  will  most  likely  come  from  the 
coalition  of  community  organizations  and 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  THREE 
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Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


I 

» 

Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may 
meet  your  special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan 
Program  can  help  you  get  a loan  faster  than  you  think! 

Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are  more  affordable  especially 
for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and  for  small  businesses 
with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES  / BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan  Education.  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency  needs). 

Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
(e  g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 


Qualifications  Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 

SI 7,000  or  less  for  Education.  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 

Loan  Amount  Up  to  $ 1 5,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 


Repayment 


Up  to  84  months 


Interest  Rate  5.25  Annual  Pecentage  Rate,  Fixed* 

•For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month 
term,  monthly  payment  is  $71.25 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  of  California  Loan  Representatives 
to  find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 


San  Francisco/ Bay  Area:  415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


MINK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFORNIA 


A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 


Established  1937 


Member  FDIC 
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(Ouu 

LENDER 


We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices 
and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 


Zapateria 

TAMING  of  the  SHOE 


• ALL  LEATHER  BOOT 

• OIL  RESISTANT  LUG  SOLE 

• BRASS  EYELET 

• STEEL  TOE  OR  REGULAR  TOE 

REG.s^swtf  $39  go 


• ALL  LEATHER  OXFORD 

• OIL  RESISTANT  SOLES 

• BRASS  EYELETS 

REG $29.90 


GROOVENIZE  YOUR  SHOES 

CUSTOM  PLATFORMING 

Give  us  a call  We  make-U-tall 


IN  THE  MISSION 

2637  Mission  - between  22nd  & 23rd 


IN  THE  HAIGHT 

1736  Haight  Street  - at  Cote 


282-2900  221-4453 
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LOOKING  FORWARD,  LOOKING  BACK 
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City  officials  known  as  the  Community 
Peace  Initiative  (formerly  the  Violence 
Prevention  Initiative),  which  is  trying  to 
deal  with  the  educational,  employment 
and  recreational  issues  at  that  create 
gangs  (see  Snapshots  on  page  12). 


lights  up  on  24th  Street  for  the  first  time 
in  nearly  a decade. 

Lastly,  the  Mission  received  federal 
Enterprise  Zone  status,  which  includes 
part  of  a $3,000,0000  grant,  from  the  be- 
sieged Clinton  administration  (see  story 
on  page  4). 


REDEVELOPMENT  LOOMS 

At  the  beginning  of  1994,  the  com- 
munity was  still  up  in  arms  over  plans  to 
create  a special  Bioscience  Zone  in  the 
underutilized  North  East  Mission  In- 
dustrial Zone.  Battling  this  crackpot 
scheme  of  the  Jordan  administration  took 
up  a good  deal  of  time,  until  it  was  finally 
abandoned  in  June.  Another  issue  relat- 
ing to  economic  development  arose  al- 
most immediately  when  some  nonprofit 
groups  and  arts  organizations  began 
preliminary,  semipublic  negotiations  with 
the  Redevelopment  Agency  regarding  the 
Agency  entering  into  the  Mission  in  some 
large  but  as  yet  undefined  ways. 

Support  for  redevelopment  is  strong 
in  the  local  business  community,  where 
the  closing  of  Thrifty  Jr.  and  an  increased 
number  of  vacant  Mission  Street 
enterprises  have  created  a sense  that 
something  must  be  done  to  turn  the 
economy  around.  Property  owners, 
primarily  homeowners,  are  suspicious  of 
the  Agency;  and  the  Mission’s  politically 
well-muscled  nonprofit  sector  is  divided 
on  the  issue.  The  first  really  public  session 
on  redevelopment,  on  December  L5,  (see 
story  on  page  4)  was  filled  with  all  the 
traditional  Mission  District  rowdiness 
that  presages  an  extended  civic  firefight. 

Meanwhile  there  are  some  positive 
signs  in  the  Mission  economic  outlook. 
Valencia  Street  continued  its  gourmet 
gulch  expansion;  the  Picaro  reopened  on 
a thriving  16th  Street,  which  held  its 
second  annual  Octoberfest.  And  in  a lar- 
gely symbolic  but  nonetheless  cheering 
development,  the  24th  Street  Merchants 
Association  managed  to  get  Christmas 


HOMELESSNESS  GROWS 

Despite  pronouncements  to  the  con- 
trary from  the  Mayor’s  Office,  larger 
numbers  of  homeless  people  living  on  the 
Mission’s  streets  were  evident  to  all  but 
the  most  biased  observer.  As  the  Matrix 
program  goes  about  its  hypocritical  work 
of  forcing  people  out  of  the  downtown 
business  district  and  into  the  surrounding 
neighborhoods,  the  Mission’s  share  of  the 
homeless  will  continue  to  rise.  Whatever 
statistical  sleight-of-hand  City  officials  do 
to  make  the  problem  seem  to  be  improv- 
ing will  in  1995  continue  to  be  at  variance 
with  real-life  experience  of  Mission  resi- 
dents. On  the  subject  of  homelessness, 
you  can  count  on  only  one  thing:  Govern- 
ment at  all  levels  will  lie.  Mayor  Jordan’s 
infamous  Proposition  N (passed  Novem- 
ber 1994),  which  robs  from  the  poor  and 
gives  to  the  Patels,  will  only  make  for  a 
more  desperate  street  population  in  the 
Mission  (see  story  on  page  5). 

One  small  but  significant  victory  for 
the  down-and-out  in  1994  was  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Altamont  Hotel,  on  16th  near 
Valencia,  by  the  Mission  Housing  and 
Development  Corporation.  MHDC  will 
provide  decent  and  thoughtful  manage- 
ment to  this  96- unit  building  that  has  been 
16th  Street’s  number-one  hell  hole  for 
years. 

The  10-bedroom  Richard  Cohen 
Residence,  for  AIDS  sufferers,  also 
opened  its  doors  at  15th  and  Dolores  (see 
page  10). 

MHDC’s  plans  for  a combined  hous- 
ing and  immigrant  services  facility  at  25th 
and  Potrero  successfully  overcame  a 


series  ot  ultimately  meritless  legal  chal- 
lenges from  a neighbor.  Another  MHDC 
project  at  21st  and  South  Van  Ness  is 
moving  ahead  --  slowly,  due  to  sharp  op- 
position by  nearby  property  owners. 

The  problem  of  lead  poisoning  in 
children  who  live  in  the  Mission’s  older 
lead- painted  buildings  was,  after  years  of 
delay,  at  last  approaching  a legislative 
solution  as  1994  ended.  A voter-approved 
ballot  measure  creating  a citizen  oversight 
committee  for  the  decidedly  user-un- 
friendly Bureau  of  Building  Inspection 
may  result  in  the  end  of  Bureau’s  criminal 
sloppiness  in  enforcing  laws  against  slum- 
lords. For  the  many,  many  Mission 
tenants  who  have  lived  in  unheated  apart- 
ments and  hotel  rooms  for  years,  relief 
may  be  in  sight  (see  story  on  page  5). 


GRIDLOCK  REIGNS 

The  degree  to  which  the  Mission 
moves  forward  in  1995  will  be  decided  by 
how  well  the  competing  political  interest 
groups  — property/homeowners,  non- 
profit social  service  agencies  and  small 
businesses  --  can  resolve  their  differences 
and  unite  in  common  purpose.  As  self-evi- 
dent as  this  principle  sounds,  its  practical 
application  has  proved  elusive.  The  social 
service  groups,  for  all  the  good  they  do, 
suffer  at  times  from  an  arrogant  self- 
righteousness;  and  far  too  few  of  their 
directors  and  staff  live  in  the  community 
that  bears  the  brunt  of  the  social  policies 
for  which  they  advocate. 

The  very  worst  example  of  these  ten- 
dencies occurred  last  year  when  Walden 
House,  a drug  treatment  program,  at- 
tempted to  establish  a live-in  rehab  center 
for  200  substance  abusers  at  17th  and 
Alabama.  Since  only  a small  percentage 
of  this  200  would  come  from  the  Mission, 
critics  saw  this  as  another  example  of 
dumping  the  City’s  problem  populations 
in  the  Mission.  Walden  House  used  its 
political  connections  and  muscle  to  con- 
vince people  the  project  was  a done  deal 
and  they’d  better  just  go  along  with  it. 
When  neighborhood  opposition  stif- 
fened, Walden  House  head  honcho  Al- 


tonso  Acampora  declared  he  was  doing 
"God’s  work."  Things  went  downhill  from 
thereon  and  Walden  House  eventually 
dropped  the  project.  There  is  a lingering 
ill  will  on  the  part  of  some  residents 
towards  service  agency  groups  in  general. 

Property  owners  have  in  the  last  year 
become  less  tolerant  and  more  aggres- 
sively opposed  to  programs  for  the  poor. 
They  see  these  programs  as  threatening 
their  quality  of  life,  which  for  some  trans- 
lates into  the  resale  value  of  their  hold- 
ings. Regardless  of  their  small  numbers, 
homeowners  will  continue  to  be  a major 
force  in  1995,  not  only  because  they  con- 
stitute the  backbone  of  Mayor  Jordan’s 
support  here  but  because  renters  will 
probably  stay  apathetic. 

The  Mission’s  small  business  com- 
munity remains  active  on  the  local  scene 
but  is  unfortunately  fragmented  into  at 
least  four  separate  organizations,  the 
combined  memberships  of  which  do  not 
begin  to  approach  a majority  of  the 
Mission’s  enterprises.  Business 
proprietors  in  this  neighborhood  are 
generally  overworked  and  have  a conse- 
quently low  tolerance  for  some  of  the 
idiocy  that  occurs  during  local  public 
decision  sessions;  nonetheless,  many  of 
them  tough  it  out  and  participate. 

It  is  genuinely  appalling  to  see  the 
carnage  wreaked  by  these  diverse  interest 
groups  whenever  something  controversial 
is  under  consideration.  Unable  to  unite  on 
an  agenda,  they  can  agree  only  on  being 
disagreeable.  One  can  only  hope  that 
reason  and  conciliation  will  prevail  in 
1995  and  the  Mission’s  future  will  not  con- 
tinue to  be  governed  by  whoever  can 
holler  the  longest  and  the  loudest. 


These  are  a few  of  the  many  currents 
flowing  swiftly  out  of  1994  and  into  1995. 
In  its  complexity,  dynamism  and  unpre- 
dictability, the  Mission  is  a most  fascinat- 
ing area  to  chronicle  and  an  exceptionally 
fine  place  in  which  to  live.  It  has  been  my 
good  fortune  and  privilege  to  survive  in 
both  capacities  for  another  year.  Fasten 
your  seat  belts  for  the  next  circling  of  the 
sun;  as  usual,  it’s  going  to  be  a bumpy  ride. 


the  COLA  CABANA  RESTAURANT 


attheAndoralnn 


SPAGHETTI  ETC. 


$4.95 

DAILY  LUNCH  SPECIAL 
PASTA*,  SALAD,  AND  GARLIC  BREAD 
QUICK  SERVICE 
FOOD TO  GO 


2434  MISSION  STREET 

BETWEEN  20TH  AND  21ST  STREETS 


•SAUCES  AVAILABLE  WITH  OR  WITHOUT  MEAT 
•DIFFERENT  PASTAS  DAILY 


OPEN  EVERY  DAY  11  TO  11 


TEL:282-2447 
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ROWDY  SESSION 
ON  REDEVELOPMENT 


by  Steve  Berninger 

T he  issue  of  redevelopment  in  the 
Mission  created  further  controversy  on 
December  15,  when  members  of  the 
Mayor’s  Mission  Task  Force  (MMTF) 
met  with  the  public  at  Cesar  Chavez 
Elementary  School.  As  the  meeting’s 
order  diminished  with  time,  it  became 
certain  that,  for  redevelopment  to  suc- 
ceed, it  must  first  contend  with  the  skep- 
ticism and  hostility  of  many  Mission 
residents. 

The  meeting  was  an  initial  step  in  the 
redevelopment  process  which  could  last 
for  years.  Following  an  unspecified  num- 
ber of  public  meetings,  the  next  step 
would  be  designating  the  Mission  as  a 
survey  area,  then  as  a project  area;  and 
eventually  empowering  the  San  Francisco 
Redevelopment  Agency  (SFRA)  to  do 
such  things  as  buy  property,  build  and 
renovate  buildings,  and  develop 
programs  to  stimulant  economic  develop- 
ment. However,  the  main  message  that 
this  "exploratory  discussion"  delivered  to 
supporters  may  have  been  that  wading 
through  the  bureaucracy  and  the  clamor 
of  community  meetings  are  daunting 
tasks. 

As  Bob  Gamble,  Deputy  Director  of 
the  SFRA  and  a panelist  at  the  meeting, 
explained,  strong  community  support  is 
necessary  for  redevelopment  to  be  ap- 
proved for  the  Mission.  "In  the  early 
years,  it  is  essential  that  there  is  a clear 
strong  voice  from  the  community  to  go 
ahead  with  it,"  he  stated.  "The  process 
cannot  go  forward  without  a consensus." 
If  the  emotional  outcries  heard  at  this 
meeting  are  any  indication  of  the  way 
some  Mission  residents  feel,  there  may  be 
quite  a distance  to  travel  before  accord  is 
reached. 

Discomfort  was  amplified  by  such  ele- 
ments as  the  size  of  the  meeting  room  and 
an  insufficient  amount  of  time  for 
everyone  to  be  heard.  When  a steady  in- 


flux of  interested  people  could  no  longer 
fit  into  the  small  school  library,  the  ap- 
proximately 100  people  in  attendance 
relocated  to  the  more  spacious  but  acous- 
tically inferior  auditorium. 

With  some  effort,  the  panelists 
managed  to  maintain  enough  control 
over,  what  Mr.  Gamble  later  admitted 
was,  an  "obviously  rowdy,  boisterous" 
crowd  to  express  their  views  on  the 
Mission’s  problems  and  redevelopment’s 
potential  to  solve  some  of  them. 

Some  panelists  tried  to  dispel  notions 
that  the  redevelopment  of  the  1960s  and 
1970s  could  recur,  when  supposed  "ghet- 
to" neighborhoods  were  destroyed  and 
rebuilt  while  allegedly  "undesirable"  resi- 
dents were  displaced  and  forgotten.  A few 
panelists  stressed  that  redevelopment’s 
current  aim  is  not  to  demolish  housing, 
but  rather  one  of  economic  development. 
According  to  Anita  Correa,  owner  of  the 
Victoria  Theater,  "The  number  one  cry  in 
the  neighborhood  is  ’jobs,  jobs,  jobs’." 

Ricardo  Noguera,  Executive  Director 
of  MEDA  (Mission  Economic  Develop- 
ment Association),  reinforced  this  senti- 
ment when  he  lamented  the  impending 
demolition  of  the  Latino  movie  theater 
and  the  disappearance  of  other  local 
movie  theaters,  theaters  that  "could 
employ  youth  and  encourage  businesses 
to  stay  open  later." 

Gene  Royale  of  the  Community  Peace 
Initiative  outlined  the  components  of  his 
dream  to  see  redevelopment  improve  the 
Mission’s  schools,  housing  and  economy. 

However,  a few  panelists  cautioned 
against  being  too  optimistic.  JohnElberl- 
ing  of  the  South  of  Market  Problem  Solv- 
ing told  the  gathering,  "The  agency 
(SFRA)  is  not  a magic  money  machine. 
We’re  competing  with  neighborhoods  like 
Western  Addition  and  Hunter’s  Point. 
Money  is  tight."  And,  hinting  at  a fear  that 
some  in  attendance  later  echoed,  he 
warned,  "You  can’t  build  a neighborhood 
if  everyone’s  trying  to  make  a fast  buck." 


When  the  tloor  opened  to  the  public, 
one  resident  vented  her  resentment  that 
citizens  had  not  been  consulted  before  the 
neighborhood  was  divided  into  more  easi- 
ly manageable  quadrants  for  the  public 
input  and  approval  part  of  the  redevelop- 
ment process.  She  also  blamed  the 
MMTF  for  inadequately  publicizing  for 
the  meeting. 

Mary  Davidson,  a resident  of  the  Mis- 
sion, prompted  a show  of  hands  revealing 
that  only  approximately  10  percent  of  at- 
tendee actually  lived  in  the  two  quadrants 
slated  to  meet  first.  Asking  for  another 
meeting  with  broader  community  repre- 
sentation, she  stated,  to  loud  applause: 
"We  don’t  want  business  people  only  (at 
the  meeting).  We  want  people  who  spend 
the  night  and  day  and  live  and  sleep  here." 

Others  articulated  their  misgivings  as 
well.  Bill  Gibson,  a Victorian  Alliance 
artist,  commented,  "I  don’t  want  to  see 
bulldozers  come  in.  I got  a bad  feeling 
from  the  ’60s  when  so  many  beautiful 
Western  Addition  houses  were  torn  down 
and  a lot  of  cement  shit  went  up." 

"You’re  just  gonna  mess  it  up,"  a young 
woman  said,  directing  her  anger  towards 
the  panelists  supporting  economic 


revitalization.  "The  culture’s  gonna  dis- 
appear. This  ain’t  gonna  be  nothing  but  a 
business  district."  Another  concurred, 
"We’re  missing  the  boat  when  we  talk 
about  concrete.  We  need  to  get  at  the 
youth." 

Juan  Pifarre,  editor  of  the  Spanish- 
language  weekly  HorizontSS,  argued,  "If 
we  don’t  want  redevelopment,  someone 
else  will  use  the  money,  some  other  neigh- 
borhood." He  urged  the  assembly  not  to 
"deprive  the  Mission  district  of  some  of 
the  tax  money  that  is  ours." 

As  disjointed  and  unharmonious  the 
meeting  may  have  been,  redevelopment  is 
by  no  means  a dead  issue.  "The  healthy 
differences  of  opinion,"  Gamble  later 
said,  gave  him  the  sense  that  "people  are 
generally  willing  to  consider  it." 

There  will  be  a meeting  about  "Quad- 
rants One  and  Two"  on  Thursday,  January 
19, 6-8  p.m.,  at  Youth  for  Service,  25 14th 
Street.  Quadrants  One  and  Two  are  the 
area  bounded  by  Guerrero,  20th,  Folsom 
and  Division  Streets.  If  you  live  or  work  in 
this  area,  please  come  to  discuss  your 
visions,  hopes  and  concerns. 


THE  MISSION  IS  ON  E-Z  ST. 

The  Mission  was  one  of  four  San  Francisco  neighborhoods  to  be  designated  for 
federal  funding  when,  four  days  before  Christmas,  President  Clinton  and  Henry  Cis- 
neros, Housing  and  Urban  Development  Secretary,  named  the  winners  of  the  Enterprise 
Community  grants. 

"Not  only  will  San  Francisco  receive  $3  million  in  social  service  block  grants  as  an 
Enterprise  Community,"  said  a delighted  Mayor  Jordan,  "but  even  more  importantly,  we 
will  be  given  preference  for  federal  grants;  and  we  will  receive  tax-exempt  bond  financing 
for  Enterprise  Community  businesses." 

Four  Mission  programs  benefit  specifically  from  the  Enterprise  Grants.  According 
to  the  plan’s  executive  summary,  they  are: 

24th  Street  Commercial  Revitalization  to  implement  enterprising  revitalizations  that 
promote  Latin  businesses  and  culture,  including  acquisition  of  vacant  and  abandoned 
businesses  and  restriction  of  additional  liquor  stores. 

Mission  Possible  and  Safe  Places  to  provide  refuges  for  children  and  youth  in 
threatening  situations. 

Landlord  School  to  train  local  building  owners  in  basic  building  maintenance,  tenant 
screening  and  selection,  and  design  and  amenities  for  residents. 

Northeast  Mission  Industrial  Protection  and  Promotion  Zone,  which  supports  a 
special  zoning  district  to  protect  and  promote  industrial  development  and  creates 
incentives  for  encouraging  targeted  industries,  the  arts  and  Latin  culture. 
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HOMELESS  HOUSING’S  HIGH  PRICE 

MANDATORY  OCCUPANCY  HOTEL  PLAN’S  HIDDEN  COST  IS  $700,000 


by  Brian  Doohan 

San  Francisco  voters,  expressing 
concern  and  outrage  about  both  slum 
housing  and  legions  of  visibly  substance- 
abusing,  mentally  ill  street  people,  ex- 
hibited a touch  of  schizophrenia 
themselves  two  months  ago. 

By  a narrow  margin,  voters  supported 
Proposition  N,  mandating  that  the 
Department  of  Social  Services  "mav  (em- 
phasis added)  require  those  applicants 
and  recipients  who  have  not  secured  their 
own  housing  to  participated  in  a man- 
datory direct  payment  program."  And,  by 
a slightly  greater  number,  they  voiced 
their  impatience  with  the  Bureau  of 
Building  Inspections  (BBI)  by  passing 
Proposition  G,  creating  an  oversight  com- 
mission. 

Commission  appointments  are  being 
weighed  and  may  already  have  been  an- 
nounced by  this  time.  But  the  homeless- 
bashing  Prop  N,  a reprise  of  then-Mayor 
Feinstein’s  Hotline  fiasco  of  a decade  ago, 
may  already  be  running  aground. 

"It  has  a couple  of  real  obstacles 
ahead,"  predicted  Karen  Cline,  a Mission 
mental  health  advocate  who  served  on  an 
advisory  panel  convened  when  Mayor 
Frank  Jordan  determined  to  place  the 
mandatory  hotel-payment  program  on 
the  ballot. 

The  Mayor's  Office,  the  Department 
of  Social  Services  (DSS),  homeless  and 
mental  health  advocates,  and  non-profit 
housing  organizations  met  for  nearly  a 
year  on  the  issue  but  never  reached  con- 
sensus. To  Cline,  it  was  because  mental 
health  and  housing  advocates  felt  "the 
mandatory  nature  of  the  program  would 
push  the  City  to  use  sub-code  hotel 
rooms." 

Another  frequently  voiced  concern 
was  the  legal  liability  any  non-profit  sub- 
contractor might  incur.  Even  an  es- 
timated $700,000  for  program 
administration  offered  by  the  City  failed 


to  elicit  interest,  when  weighed  against  the 
risk  of  lawsuits  brought  when  an  elderly 
incarceree  falls  down  a rotted  stairwell  or 
a crack  addict  burns  the  block  down. 

Except,  it  would  seem,  from  the  Board 


of  Supervisors,  who  bear  final  respon- 
sibility for  the  1995  budget.  "We  have  not 
heard  of  the  $700,000  estimate,"  said  an 
aide  to  Sup.  Sue  Bierman,  a Prop.-N  foe 
and  one  of  three  members  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  "and  the  Supervisor  would  be 
unlikely  to  vote  even  for  a $70  appropria- 
tion." Amazingly,  City  Controller  Ed- 
ward Harrington  stated  that  the 
ordinance  "should  not  affect  the  cost  of 
government,"  a certain  factor  in  its  narrow 
victory;  but  DSS  official  John  Vera  con- 
firmed the  $700,000  estimate  to  place  case 
management  people  in  the  hotels  and  ad- 


minister the  program.  He  also  told  the 
News  that  the  Department  would  be  un- 
able to  reassign  people  from  its  already 
strained  staff  if  a contractor  couldn’t  be 
found  and  paid  for. 


"We  wouldn’t  be  able  to  implement 
the  program,"  he  admitted. 

The  homeless’s  objection  to  losing  an 
estimated  80-95  percent  of  their  GA 
checks  to  Patelistan,  leaving  only  pennies 
for  medicine  and  food  (and  for  some,  no 
doubt,  chemical  cheer)  is  under- 
standable; but  there  are  others  angry  and 
apprehensive  about  Hotline  II:  hotel  resi- 
dents worried  about  an  influx  of  angry 
transients;  and  neighbors  and  property 
owners  in  the  Mission,  Tenderloin  and 
South  of  Market  — always  first  as  dumping 
grounds  for  City  problems  and  last  when 


brutal  behaviors  to  survive,"  this  neighbor 
observed.  "These  behaviors  do  not  sub- 
side just  because  they  now  have  a place  to 
live." 

According  to  Vera,  DSS  will  submit  its 
Prop.  N budget  request  to  the  Social  Ser- 
vices Commission  in  February.  The  News 
will  report  on  the  results  of  this  hearing. 
Thereafter,  the  budget  must  be  finalized 
by  the  Mayor  and  approved  by  the  Super- 
visors. "There  will  be  a different  Finance 
Committee  then,"  said  Jerry  Winley,  aide 
to  Sup.  Angela  Alioto,  another  N-enemy 
on  the  present  board,  "but  (Board  Presi- 
dent elect)  Kevin  Shelley  would  find  it 
hard  even  to  find  three  votes  for  this." 

And  in  the  unlikely  event  it  passed, 
legal  considerations  would  kick  in.  Advo- 
cates contend  that  the  employment  of  the 
word  "may"  in  the  poorly  drafted  measure 
could  inspire  anti-discrimination  suits, 
and  Cline  suggests  that  forced  placement 
of  disabled  or  elderly  homeless  may  vio- 
late the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act. 

She  suggested  that  Prop.  N was  in- 
tended more  as  a means  of  intimidating 
the  homeless  into  leaving  San  Francisco 
or  dropping  out  of  the  DSS  system;  but,  if 
indeed  N had  conspiratorial  origins,  it 
seems  to  have  been  implemented  by  the 
gang  that  couldn’t  shoot  straight.  It  brings 

to  mind  the  three-legged  doggie  in  the  pet 
shop  window  the  morning  of  December 
26th,  licking  its  genitals  and  scratching  its 
fleas. 

While  N stumbles  towards  impending 
execution  by  the  sharp  blows  of  account- 
ants’ pencils,  the  also- impending  appoint- 
ment of  the  Prop.  G-mandated 
commission  to  oversee  the  BBI  augurs  a 
cleaner  future  for  some  of  the  City’s  dir- 
tiest, most  dangerous  buildings. 

Promoted  by  an  odd  alliance  of  construc- 
tion interests,  landlords,  and  tenant  and 
housing  groups  whose  only  common  gripe 
was  an  exasperation  with  the  BBI 
bureaucracy,  the  new  commission  should 
be  particularly  useful  to  older  neighbor- 


The  Mission  Hotel,  a Matrix  magnet.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 
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benefits  are  doled  out. 

One  neighbor  of  the  Mission  Hotel, 
which  now  houses  people  swept  from 
Downtown  under  the  Matrix  program, 
wrote  the  News  complaining  of  garbage 
and  human  excrement  in  the  courtyards, 
a crime  increase  and  the  indifference  of 
City  officials  to  numerous  code  violations. 
"It  seems  that  the  Mission  area  is  viewed 
at  City  Hall  as  a neighborhood  that  does 
not  deserve  the  same  considerations  as 
the  tourist,  business  and  upscale  areas, 
where  the  pickup  of  the  Matrix  clients  is 
most  aggressive. 

"Many  of  the  recently  homeless  people 
who  are  the  Matrix  clients  have  endured 
years  of  substance  abuse  and  acquired 


hoods  like  the  Mission. 

There  is  a broad  consensus  that  the 
Mission  was  ill-served  by  BBI,"  states 
Randy  Shaw  of  the  Tenderloin  Housing 
Clinics,  one  of  the  measure’s  supporters. 
Indeed,  long-term  readers  of  die  News 
may  be  capable  of  reciting  from  memory 
a litany  of  horrors:  collapsing  ceilings, 
bursting  sewage  pipes,  corpses  rotting  in 
squalid  hotel  rooms  as  inspectors  held 
their  noses  and  wrote, "no  problems." 

Whether  Hotline  II  proves  a cruel  club 
to  wield  against  the  homeless  or  merely  a 
Potemkin  PR  gesture,  Santa  has  at  least 
brought  a tool  that  may  be  useful  in  clean- 
ing up  the  Mission  ...  a cold  comfort  for  a 
damp,  Republican  winter. 
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187:  THE  DRAMA  CONTINUES 

COURT  ACTIONS  IMPEDE  ENFORCEMENT,  IMMIGRANT  BASHING  ON  THE  RISE 


by  Stett  Holbrook 

TT wo  months  after  Proposition  187 
was  passed  by  voters,  all  portions  of  the 
law  but  one  remain  unenforced  pending 
the  outcome  of  several  suits  challenging 
its  constitutionality. 

In  the  latest  of  a series  of  judicial  ac- 
tions, Los  Angeles  Superior  Court  Judge 
Mariana  R.  Phaelzer  issued  a preliminary 
injunction  last  month  suspending  all  but 
two  of  the  controversial  law’s  provisions. 
Declaring  that  the  proposition  raises 
serious  constitutional  and  health  issues, 
she  ordered  the  law  put  on  hold  until  a 
trial  can  take  place. 

'The  loss  of  medical  services  for  illegal 
aliens  could  result  in  greater  health  risks 
for  the  general  population,"  Judge  Phael- 
zer said. 

The  provisions  kept  in  place  are  the 
sanctions  against  the  manufacture  and 
use  of  forged  citizenship  documents,  and 
portions  of  the  law  excluding  illegal  im- 
migrants from  public  colleges  and  univer- 
sities. 

The  preliminary  injunction  comes  on 
the  heels  of  a temporary  restraining  order 
(TRO)  issued  by  Superior  Court  Judge 
Stuart  Pollack  in  November.  The  TRO 
blocks  the  educational  restrictions  of  the 
new  law. 

Mark  Barmore,  Deputy  City  Attorney 
and  legal  counsel  for  the  San  Francisco 
Unified  School  District  (SFUSD),  ex- 
plained that  both  the  preliminary  injunc- 
tion and  the  TRO  are  in  effect  in  San 
Francisco.  "One  does  not  supersede  the 
other,"  he  said. 

The  verification  of  students’  immigra- 
tion status  was  scheduled  to  begin  on 
January  1,  1995.  While  the  law  is  in  legal 
limbo,  no  document  checking  will  take 
place.  Thus,  the  only  portion  of  the  law  in 
place  is  the  provision  involving  the  use  of 
false  documents,  an  action  that  is  already 
illegal. 

A preliminary  injunction  is  a legal  ac- 


tion that  remains  in  place  until  the  issue 
goes  to  trial,  while  a TRO  is  usually  in 
place  for  a considerably  shorter  period  of 
time. 

After  the  measure  passed,  opponents 
of  Proposition  187  feared  the  law  would 
frighten  immigrants  away  from  area 
schools  and  hospitals.  Thus  far,  this  has 
not  been  the  case. 

Ron  Giteck,  an  official  with  SFUSD’s 
School  Attendance  Department,  said  he 
is  keeping  an  eye  out  for  any  drops  in 


attendance  related  to  Proposition  187  but 
so  far  has  seen  none.  He  said  attendance 
at  San  Francisco  high  schools  and  middle 
schools  is  normal.  A compilation  of 
figures  from  September,  October  and 
November  showed  attendance  at  97  per- 
cent. 

At  St.  Luke’s  Neighborhood  Clinic,  a 
facility  that  serves  a largely  Latino  clien- 
tele, patient  censuses  reveal  no  decline  in 
hospital  visits.  While  officials  did  note  a 
drop  during  the  first  two  weeks  after  the 


election,  they  believe  efforts  to  inform  the 
immigrant  community  have  returned 
patient  numbers  to  normal.  Information- 
al fliers  stating  that  all  are  welcome  and 
questions  about  immigration  status  will 
not  be  asked  have  been  hung  all  over  the 
hospital. 

However,  in  spite  of  legal  injunctions 
and  reports  of  business  as  normal  at 
hospitals  and  schools,  Proposition  187  has 
had  an  effect.  Anita  Wadhwani,  of  the 
Coalition  for  Immigrant  and  Refugee 
Rights  and  Services,  said  that  abuses 
against  immigrants  have  increased 
dramatically  since  Proposition  187  was 
passed. 

The  organization  offers  an  immigrant 
assistance  hotline,  information  on  HIV 
and  women’s  advocacy.  Wadhwani  said 
the  biggest  challenge  is  informing  and 
educating  the  immigrant  community  of 
their  rights. 

"The  immigrant  community  has  always 
been  marginalized,  but  now  they’re  even 
more  frightened  and  marginalized.  One 
eighty-seven  stuff  is  being  enforced  all 
over  the  place  - on  buses,  in  super- 
markets and  gas  stations  ...  people  are 
using  187  as  an  opportunity  to  dis- 
criminate." 

The  organization  has  received  a 
"couple  of  dozen"  reports  of  discrimina- 
tion and  abuse  against  Latinos.  Two  ex- 
amples she  cited  were  an  individual  who 
was  asked  for  proof  of  citizenship  at  a 
McDonald’s,  and  a security  guard  who 
barred  a group  of  "illegal-  looking"  stu- 
dents from  entering  a school. 

This  proves,  Wadhwani  said,  "a  really 
sinister  motive  behind  187.  It’s  about  ap- 
pearance and  accent." 
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A MIGRATION  OF  THE  SOUL 


by  L.  Newman  Gonzalez 

"We  are  bom  alone  into  this  world  ... 
alone,  alone.  And  we  die  alone  ...  solos, 
solitos,  solititos.  And  it  is  our  duty,  while  we 
are  in  this  world,  to  connect  with  each  other. 
Connecting  across  borders,  connecting 
across  generations,  connecting  across 
fears."  - from  "Crossing." 

T wo  plays  presented  last  month  at 
the  Cesar  Chavez  School  engaged  the 
dialectics  of  Proposition  187  with  a great 
generosity  of  spirit. 

"Crossing,"  adapted  and  directed  by 
Carlos  Baron,  was  performed  by  students 
from  San  Francisco  State  University’s 
Multicultural  Theater  Workshop. 
"Homelands,"  performed  by  students 
from  Cabrillo  College’s  Theater  Arts 
Department,  was  adapted  and  directed  by 
Sarah  Albertson. 

jBoth  productions  are  the  rare  result  of 
the  precarious  and  necessary  exploration 
of  cultural  differences,  and  the  celebra- 
tion of  that  diversity. 

Sometimes  speaking  in  different  lan- 
guages, the  multiethnic  casts  told  the 
tragic  and  triumphant  stories  of  our  col- 
lective heritage.  In  music  and  dance  were 
woven  the  "push-pull"  realities  that  cause 
the  movement  of  people  around  the 
world. 

Both  plays  incorporated  existing,  well- 
known  work  that  may  provide  clues  for  a 
more  exemplary  model  of  co-existence; 
and  both  gave  strong  testimony  against 
the  smallness  of  Proposition  187. 

"Multicultural  theater  is  a powerful 
medium  that  can  reach  a lot  of  people,  as 
well  as  bring  a lot  of  people  together. 
When  you  share  in  a group  effort  like 
’Crossing,’  you  come  to  understand  and 
care  about  more  than  just  your  own  situa- 
tion; you  become  a part  of  something  big- 
ger," said  Eva  Marie  Moreno,  an  SF  State 
theater  major  and  one  of  11  cast  members 
in  the  workshop. 

"’My  goal  is  to  bring  you  guys  together’ 
— I remember  Carlos  saying  that,"  said 


Christopher  Taylor.  "So,  I always  thought 
that’s  what  the  class  was  really  about." 
Taylor,  a cinema  major  who  had  never 
intended  to  do  any  acting,  realized,  "in  a 
sense,  it  wasn’t  about  putting  on  a play  at 
all.  What  was  important  was  our  meeting 


and  exciting  in  the  context  of  theater." 

Baron  believes  that  not  only  is  theater 
important  as  an  art  form  but  that  it  should 
also  be  responsible  to  the  community  in 
which  it  is  based.  Anderson,  who  agrees, 
has  often  collaborated  with  Baron  over 


Performers  in  "Crossing"  ask  the  audience,  "What  would  happen  if  200,000 
Anglosaxicans  crossed  into  Mexico  looking  for  work?"  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 


and  creating  together.  We  came  to  the 
class  from  the  four  corners  of  the  globe 
and  lived  the  very  themes  we  tried  to  ex- 
press in  the  play.  There  aren’t  many  clas- 
ses in  school  that  do  that!" 

Teacher  and  director  Baron  said, 
"One  of  the  things  I have  the  students  do 
in  class  is  relate  a multicultural  ex- 
perience that  they  have  had."  Through  this 
process,  he  clearly  wants  the  students  to 
examine  critically  their  current  percep- 
tions and  beliefs.  "I  want  them  to  stretch 
the  boundaries  of  their  own  realities  and 
force  the  issues  --  to  get  something  new 


the  past  four  years  on  this  ideological 
basis. 

Moreno  and  Taylor  felt  the  class  gave 
them  experiences  they  never  would  have 
had  otherwise.  "A  lot  of  the  material  for 
the  show  came  out  of  intense  classroom 
discussions,  where  we  broke  down  our 
own  borders  and  shared  experiences  that 
instilled  a sense  of  trust  and  respect  for 
each  other  — and  we  talked  about  every- 
thing," said  Taylor. 

Of  course,  they  talked  a lot  about 
Prop.  187,  the  harsh  reality  of  which  was 
not  lost  on  the  students  — many  of  whom 


are  immigrants  or  have  relatives  who  will 
be  affected  if  187  is  enacted. 

"Personally,  I was  born  in  California  of 
parents  who  emigrated  from  Mexico,' 
says  Eva,  who  has  aunts  and  uncles  who 
have  since  crossed  illegally.  "I  fear  for 
them  and  pray  for  some  kind  of  com- 
munity understanding  that  will  help  em- 
power us  as  a community  to  change  the 
law." 

The  workshop  challenges  students  of 
different  backgrounds  to  formulate  and 
structure  this  kind  of  understanding 
through  dialogue  and  participation.  "It’s 
this  kind  of  cross-cultural  interaction  that 
intrigues  and  attracts  me  the  most  to  the 
creative  process.  But  I also  stress  in  the 
class  the  concept  of  solidarity,  which  is  not 
stressed  enough  in  the  world  of  theater  — 
or  in  the  world  in  general,"  said  Baron, 
who  ultimately  found  himself  marching 
against  Prop.  187  with  his  students. 

"Not  only  should  theater  approximate 
life,  and  be  critical  of  life  --  it  should  also 
distill  the  essence  of  what  is  happening 
around  us;  and  I think  we  did  that.  We 
accomplished  the  play,  and  tested  the 
material  in  the  production  — and  we  did  it 
all  with  a multi-cultural  spirit,  and  this  is 
how  we  can  move  forward." 

During  the  performance,  the  audience 
and  the  actors  seemed  to  be  caught  up  in 
the  same  movement  forward,  as 
"Homelands"  and  "Crossing"  gave  hopeful 
passage  to  the  departure  and  emergence 
of  this  migration  of  the  soul. 

Baron  added  that  "Crossing"  is  a work 
in  progress,  and  he  is  looking  forward  to 
developing  more  fully  some  of  the  ideas  in 
the  play  with  a new  group  of  students  next 
semester. 

"I  was  lucky  to  be  involved  with  this 
group.  We  were  like  a family,  and  now  that 
the  semester  is  over  and  our  segments 
have  been  performed,  I feel  a little  sad- 
ness," Taylor  said  later.  "At  the  end  of  the 
evening  we  were  all  lingering  around  the 
parking  lot  trying  to  hold  on  to  that  feeling 
a little  longer." 
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MARTIN 
LUTHER  KING 
BIRTHDAY 
SALE 

MONDAY 


JANUARY  16TH 


30%  OFF 

ALL  MERCHANDISE 


$ 


■ Two  truckloads  of  fresh  merchandise  daily 

■ 2000  fresh  items  stocked  daily 

■ 1000  feet  of  great  clothing  starting  at  95 

■ Baby  clothes  starting  at  65  C 

■ Furniture,  toys,  TV's,  electrical  items,  kitchenware, 
collectibles,  shoes,  dishes,  beddding  and  more 

■ Jewelry,  accessories,  books 

■ 100  different  pair  of  shoes  added  daily 

■ Dressing  rooms  provided 

■ Bright,  clean,  organized  store 

■ Like  a garage  sale  every  day  of  the  week! 


square  feet  of  furniture  up  in  our  mezzanine 


5ince  1973  - the  "BK3  ONE"  in  the  NORTN  M55ION 
in  the  landmark  Redlick  Building 


2101  Mission  Street 
corner  of  17th  Street 


861-1132 


hours 

9AM  to  8PM  - Moa  - Fti. 
9AM  to  6PM  - Sat 
11AM  to  6PM  - Sua 


econAanJb 


MUST  BE  SEEN  TO 
BE  BELIEVED 

SOMETHING  NEW 
EVERYDAY 

COME  ON  DOWN! 


Also  check  out  our  wide  selection  of  books, 
records,  tapes  and  household  items.  Collectables 
and  furniture,  too!!  It’s  a fun  place  to  explore! 
Come  meet  our  fun  staff. 

HOURS:  10-7  7 days 

3469  - 1 8th  Street 

(Bet.  Valencia  & Mission  Sts.) 


A second  hand  department  store  with  quality  clothing  for  men , women  and  kids 
Open  seven  days  a week  with  easy  access  to  BART  & MUNI 
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THE  CHALLENGE 
OF  1995 

San  Francisco  grassroots  groups  face 
our  biggest  challenge  yet  this  year. 
Republican  power  in  Washington  and 
Sacramento  means  a big  drop  in  the  City* s 
supply  of  public  money.  AIDS  and  hous- 
ing programs  are  especially  likely  to  be 
cut,  but  total  losses  will  be  tens  of  millions 
of  dollars.  A lot  of  Mission  folks  get  a 
piece  of  that  money  or  rely  on  threatened 
services,  and  people  struggling  for  sur- 
vival don’t  always  make  the  best  neigh- 
bors. 

Passage  of  Prop.  187  also  figures  to 
make  Mission  streets  a little  meaner.  Even 
if  all  undocumented  kids  stay  in  school, 
people  will  still  look  at  each  other  a little 
harder.  Getting  immigrants  involved  in 
neighborhood  groups,  always  a challenge, 
will  definitely  get  harder. 

In  fact,  the  whole  job  of  creating  a safe, 
healthy  neighborhood  where  kids  and 
adults  are  proud  to  live  is  getting  harder. 
Are  we  up  to  it?  A random  survey  of 
block  clubs  and  neighborhood  associa- 
tions reveals  a little  fatigue,  but  a lot  of 
new  energy  coming  up. 

Positive  Notes 

One  cause  for  optimism:  PODER 
(People  Organizing  to  Demand  Environ- 
mental Rights),  the  Mission’s  environ- 
mental justice  group,  is  wrapping  up  their 
three-year  campaign  against  lead  poison- 
ing. A new  City  Emergency  Lead  Or- 
dinance will  probably  mandate  landlord 
cleanup  and  tenant  notification  of  lead 


problems  in  their  buildings.  The  young 
activists  are  mobilizing  people  to  come  to 
the  (hopefully)  final  hearing  on  the  Or- 
dinance on  Januiary  11. 

Now,  PODER  wants  to  move  on  and 
broaden  their  agenda.  They’ve  knocked 
on  more  than  500  doors  with  a survey 
designed  to  point  them  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, to  learn  what  resident  needs  are. 
Organizer  Lisa  Pagan  says  PODER  will 
be  doing  house  meetings  to  follow  up  the 
survey.  "People  have  been  very  positive 
and  friendly,"  she  says.  "We  ask  them  to 
come  along  with  us  to  talk  with  their 
neighbors,  and  many  do." 

Inner  Mission  Neighbors  is  still  pull- 
ing a good  turnout  for  their  monthly  meet- 
ings at  Horace  Mann.  Sixteenth  Street’s 
Revitalization  Association  has  held  two 
community  festivals  and  plans  to  make 
1995  their  best  year  yet.  Calle  22  Presi- 
dent David  Bracker  has  retired,  but  Lena 
Gilbert  has  taken  over  and  is  working 
hard.  The  new  park  at  23rd  and  Treat,  a 
project  Calle  22  has  been  advocating  for 
years,  should  become  a reality  in  1995, 
along  with  a new  play  space  next  to  Mis- 
sion Recreation  Center  on  Harrison. 
And  the  group  continues  to  plant  trees 
(the  simplest  thing  you  can  do  to  save  your 
neighborhood  and  your  planet). 

Four  new  block  clubs  started  by  Mis- 
sion Education  Projects,  Inc.  at  the 
Chavez,  Bryant,  Moscone  and  Sunshine 
Schools  are  pulling  a total  of  over  100 
people  a month  to  meetings.  (See  last 
month’s  issue  of  NMN.l  The  Bryant  club 
is  organizing  neighborhood  patrols, 
modeled  after  Mission  Playground’s  high- 


ly successful  Sale  Streets  program. 
Hopefully  the  patrols  will  be  on  the  street 
by  spring. 

Already,  in  the  Bryant  club’s  area, 
residents  of  Florida  and  23rd  got  an  early 
Christmas  present  when  their  struggle  to 
get  rid  of  a drug-dealing,  thieving  tenant 
ended  with  the  man’s  eviction.  Now  some 
23rd  Street  neighbors  plan  to  participate 
in  further  neighborhood  safety  actions. 

Crime  Down? 

Most  categories  of  crime  in  the  Mis- 
sion are  down  16-30  percent,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  youth-on-youth  violence, 
according  to  Captain  Joaquin  Santos  of 
the  Mission  Station.  Santos  attributed  the 
drop  to  "a  lot  of  officers  out  there  working 
very  hard.  We’re  moving  them  around, 
trying  to  stay  on  top  of  things." 

Without  question,  the  Mission’s  finest 
are  doing  a good  job.  Marco  Desangeles, 
an  ultra-dedicated  cop  who  patrols  the 
16th  Street  area,  has  made  a tremendous 
difference,  pretty  much  singlehandedly 
cleaning  up  the  area  around  the  Neigh- 
borhood Health  Center  at  Shotwell,  ac- 
cording to  Sgt.  Ric  Schiff. 

There  are  other  causes  for  the  crime 
drop,  though.  The  economy  has  picked 
up  a little.  More  schools  are  teaching 
peace  and  conflict  resolution.  The  Com- 
munity Peace  Initiative  (CPI)  is  putting 
much  of  their  $170, 000/year  grant  money 
on  the  street,  trying  to  locate  violence- 
prone  youth  and  cool  them  out.  Neigh- 
borhood watches  and  patrols  are  making 
it  harder  for  criminals  to  operate,  at  least 
in  residential  areas.  Columbia  Park  Boys’ 
Club  has  midnight  soccer;  some  schools 
are  staying  open  later  to  keep  kids  out  of 
trouble.  And  although  liberals  might  not 
like  to  hear  it,  "three  strikes  and  you’re 
out"  is  probably  deterring  a fair  number  of 
repeat  offenders.  Few  criminals  are 
idiotic  enough  to  risk  life  in  prison  for  a 
petty  robbery  or  drug  deal. 

Of  course,  the  Mission  is  far  from  safe. 
Violent  attacks  against  adults  as  well  as 
youth  continue.  Don’t  let  anybody 
downplay  the  importance  of  safety. 
Crime  hurts  business,  keeps  investment 
and  tourism  out,  and  creates  an  attitude 


ot  hopelessness  among  youth.  I’ve  had 
kids  tell  me  they  couldn’t  come  to  my 
Chess  program  at  the  Boys  and  Girls’ 
Club  on  21st  Street  because  it  wasn’t  safe 
to  walk  that  far.  They  lived  three  blocks 
away! 

One  thing  that  weakens  our  block 
clubs  is  their  isolation  from  each  other. 
Schiff  says  there  are  over  45  such  or- 
ganizations in  the  Mission,  but  few  of 
them  know  how  to  get  in  touch  with  any 
others.  (I’m  a neighborhood  reporter, 
and  I only  know  15.)  Schiff  is  planking  to 
invite  all  the  groups  to  come  to  a summit 
meeting  on  February  11,  where  hopefully 
we’ll  start  working  together.  More  on  this 
next  month. 

So  it’s  going  to  be  an  exciting,  difficult 
year.  Don’t  give  up  now!  Let  me  know 
what  your  group  is  up  to. 


USED  BOOKS 

AND  RECORDS 

BUY  OR  TRADE 

Old  Photos,  Ephemera, 
Postcards,  Vintage  Pulp, 
Sheet  Music,  Comics  & 
Underground  Comix 

Hours:  Noon  to  9:00  pm  Daily 

David  Gaines 
Wayne  Holder 

3686  20*  Street  (at  Gucriero) 

San  Francisco.  CA  941 10  (415)  648-0957 


Emergency  Care 
With  Less  Waiting 


When  an  emergency  health  problem  strikes,  come 
to  St.  Luke’s  Hospital.  You'll  get  emergency  care  with 
less  waiting. 

Within  10  minutes  after  you  arrive,  an  emergency 
nurse  will  check  your  symptoms.  For  less  urgent  health 
problems  - like  a sprained  ankle,  a cold  or  the  flu  - 
you’ll  be  examined  by  a doctor  and  on  your  way. 
typically,  within  an  hour. 

Each  year,  St.  Luke’s  provides  more  emergency 
care  than  almost  any  other  San  Francisco  hospital. 
That’s  why  we  have  a specially  trained  doctor 
available  24-hours  a day  just 
for  children. 

We’re  specialists  at  Emer- 
gency Care.  We  hope  you’ll 
never  need  an  emergency 
room.  But  if  you  do,  why  not 
go  to  the  best? 


■^STiukes 

^ F HOSPITAL 

Emergency  Department 
Army  & Valencia 

Se  Habla  Espanol 
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THE  CITY’S  NUMBER  ONE  LIFE  SAVER 

ON  AN  AVERAGE  DAY  GENERAL’S  TRAUMA  CENTER  SEES  365  PATIENTS 


by  Eugene  Kettner 

Most  San  Franciscans  have  a 
curious  love-hate  relationship  with  the 
county  hospital.  If  they  have  private  health 
insurance  and  have  a minor  or  long-term 
chronic  medical  problem,  they  would 
rather  take  their  business  to  one  of  the 
City’s  private  hospitals.  If  they  have  a life- 
or-death  emergency,  particularly  one  in- 
volving major  trauma,  there’s  only  one 
place  they  want  to  go,  insured  or  not. 

San  Francisco  General  Hospital’s 
emergency  department  has  a reputation 
as  one  of  the  nation’s  best.  Its  trauma 
center  is  a life  insurance  policy  for  every 
City  resident.  The  center  operates  24 
hours  a day  in  a state  of  constant  readiness 
for  any  life-threatening  emergency  that 
comes  through  its  doors. 

The  emergency  department  sees  an 
average  of  365  patients  a day.  With  a 
caseload  that  large,  it’s  important  to 
prioritize  care.  The  first  person  to  see 
every  patient  is  the  triage  nurse,  who 
decides  whether  the  patient  is  a priority 
one,  two,  three,  four  or  five.  Priority  one 
means  exactly  what  it  says:  You  are  dying 
and  every  second  counts.  Priority  two 
means  you  must  be  evaluated  very  quickly. 
Priority  three  means  you  will  be  seen 
within  an  hour.  Priority  four  will  get  you 
seen  in  two  to  three  hours,  and  priority 
five  means  that  you  may  be  waiting  for  a 
while. 

The  department  is  divided  into  three 
areas.  The  clinical  wing  handles  minor 
care  problems  like  colds;  sexually  trans- 
mitted diseases;  upper  respiratory, 
gastro-intestinal,  eye,  gynecological  and 
other  problems.  The  wait  can  be  from  15 
minutes  to  5 hours,  depending  on  who 
needs  to  be  seen  first. 

The  medical  ward  treats  patients  who 
need  an  extensive  "work  up"  or  evaluation. 
Many  of  the  trauma  center’s  drug  or  al- 
cohol overdoses  wind  up  here.  They  are 
placed  on  observation  for  up  to  six  hours. 


If  they  can  get  home  safely,  they  are 
released. 

The  trauma  surgical  center  is  the 
heavy-duty  area.  All  priority  ones  go 


through  here.  It  has  three  trauma  rooms, 
five  suture  rooms  and  one  orthopedic 
room.  If  you’ve  been  shot  or  stabbed  in  a 
critical  place,  been  hit  by  a truck,  fallen 
from  a three-story  building  or  had  a heart 
attack  and  stopped  breathing,  this  is 
where  you  go.  EKG  monitors,  respiratory 
equipment  and  intravenous  solutions  are 
ready  for  you.  So  is  the  staff.  Welcome. 

Dave  Fleming  is  a triage  nurse  at 
General.  He’s  been  in  the  emergency 
department  for  eight  years.  "In  the  last 
two-and-a-half  years  on  nights,  I’ve  seen 
about  three  deaths,"  he  said.  "We  have  a 


high  survival  rate.  Paramedics  can 
pronounce  somone  dead  on  the  scene,  so 
people  who  are  already  dead  don’t  show 
up  here." 


Triage  nurses  are  highly  trained,  very 
controlled,  competent  people.  To  work  at 
General’s  emergency  room,  a nurse  must 
have  worked  in  an  intensive  care  unit  or 
another  emergency  room  for  at  least  one 
year.  They  must  have  an  Advanced  Car- 
diac Life  Support  Certification,  an  inter- 
view, an  oral  test  and  three  months  of 
training  at  S.F.G.H. 

"You  can’t  make  mistakes  here,"  said 
Fleming.  "If  you  forget  something,  it  may 
kill  people.  We  use  heavy  drugs  and  if  you 
use  the  wrong  dosage,  you  can  get  major 
problems.  The  hospital  won’t  back  us  up 


if  we  make  mistakes." 

After  a patient  gets  "prioritized,"  he  or 
she  goes  to  one  of  the  three  treatment 
areas  or  to  the  waiting  room.  The  waiting 
room  can  be  a reality  check  for  more  af- 
fluent City  residents.  Yuppies  eta  not 
mingle  easily  with  the  impoverished.  The 
staff  do. 

"I  like  taking  indigent  people  and 
giving  them  high  quality  care,"  says  Flem- 
ing. "We  take  care  of  the  poor,  the  home- 
less, people  who  are  not  U.S.  citizens.  We 
don’t  discriminate." 

No  one  is  turned  away  for  lack  of 
medical  insurance.  However,  the  staff 
may  try  to  get  certain  people  to  make 
appointments  at  another  S.F.G.H.  clinic, 
rather  than  treat  them  in  the  emergency 
room.  Those  who  have  routine  medical 
problems  not  requiring  emergency  ser- 
vices can  be  a drain  on  resources. 

Associate  Nursing  Director  Christine 
Wachsmuth  says  "Maybe  20  percent  of 
our  patients  really  need  (to  be  seen  in)  the 
emergency  department.  The  other  80  per- 
cent could  be  seen  somewhere  else  if 
somewhere  else  were  available." 

Many  people  do  not  know  how  to  use 
a health  care  system.  What  appears  to  be 
an  emergency  to  them  is  not,  medically 
speaking. 

Some  private  hospitals  have  instituted 
a "fast  track"  system  for  their  emergency 
rooms.  The  idea  is  to  take  minor,  non 
life-threatening  emergencies,  treat  them 
and  release  the  patient  within  an  hour. 
San  Francisco  General  hopes  to  have  its 
own  fast  track  system  operational  some- 
time in  1995.  When  and  if  that  happens, 
the  four-  or  five-hour  waiting  periods  for 
minor  medical  emergencies  could  be  a 
thing  of  the  past. 

In  the  meantime,  there  is  one  hospital 
in  this  City  that  can  handle  any  situation, 
no  matter  how  serious,  at  any  hour  of  the 
day  or  night,  regardless  of  ability  to  pay. 
You’d  better  support  it  — you  may  need  it 
some  day. 


Triage  nurse  Dave  Fleming  prepares  for  another  busy  day.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 
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Buy  the  Slice  Buy  the  Whole  pizza 


+ 5=  $2 

Slice  w/Pep  sm 


°o 


O o O o c 
O ° °o  , 

O O O o_ 


or  Olive  Soda 


Tax  Incl 


Med  16”  $9  Lrg  18"  $12 
w/ 1 Topping  w/ 1 Topping 


Monday  - Thursday  till  10:00PM 
Friday  till  12:00PM 
Saturday  till  10:00PM 
Sunday  till  8:00PM 


Our  first  location  at: 

2109  Shattuck  Ave,  Berkeley 
near  Downtown  Berkeley  BART 
Call  510-841-4035,  till  9:00PM 


Our  20th  Anniversary 
Quality  and  Value  Since  1975 

call  255-1303 
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AIDS  HOME  OPENS 


Dolores  Street  Community  Sevices  Director  Jim  Lauder  gave  the  dedication  speech  as 
former  Mayor  Art  Agnos  and  Supervisor  Susan  Leal  looked  on.  Photo  by  Jorge  Zepeda 


In  December,  after  a $700,000 
rehabilitation  program,  the  Richard  M. 
Cohen  Residence,  a ten  bedroom  home 
for  AIDS  patients  requiring  24  hour  care, 
opened  its  doors.  Located  at  220  Dolores 
near  15th  Street,  the  Cohen  Residence 
occupies  the  Mission’s  oldest  residential 
buildings,  the  Tanforan  Cottage  and  car- 


riage house  built  in  the  early  1850’s.  The 
facility  is  named  for  the  late  Richard 
Cohen  who  died  of  AIDS  in  1991  and 
whose  estate  contributed  $200,000  to  the 
project.  The  Hope  Housing  Program  of 
Dolores  Street  Community  Services  will 
be  in  charge  of  operations. 


BIKE  ROUTE  ALERT 


Your  last  chance  to  review  the  San 
Francisco  plan  for  designating  certain 
streets  as  bike  routes  --  and  what  kinds  of 
improvements  will  be  made  on  them  - will 
be  on  Tuesday,  January  24, 7 p.m.  at  New 
College  of  California. 

The  San  Francisco  Bicycle  Coalition 
has  been  critical  of  the  existing  draft  plan; 
and  Dave  Snyder,  SFBC’s  director,  says 
"You  should  never  be  more  than  two  or 
three  blocks  from  a street  where  even  the 
beginning  cyclist  can  feel  totally  safe." 


Items  to  be  discussed  include  parking, 
education,  enforcement,  promotion  and 
legislation.  Cyclists  will  be  able  to  see  a 
map  of  the  proposed  route  system  (copies 
of  which  will  also  be  provided  to  Mission 
Library). 

New  College  is  at  777  Valencia  be- 
tween 18th  and  19th.  Secure  bicycle  park- 
ing will  be  provided.  Those  who  cannot 
attend  may  fax  comments  to  554-2353  or 
call  431-BIKE  for  more  information. 


KQED  NOSTALGIA  HUNT 


Mission  residents  are  being  asked  to 
share  photographs,  home  movies, 
memorabilia  and  memories  with  KQED- 
Channel  9,  which  is  preparing  a documen- 
tary. "Things  That  Aren’t  There 
Anymore,"  a tribute  to  some  of  San 
Francisco’s  vanished  landmarks. 

Filmmaker  Bill  Jersey’s  nostalgic 
portrait,  scheduled  to  air  in  April,  1995, 
looks  back  to  the  Fox  Theater,  the  City  of 


Paris  department  store,  the  historic 
Montgomery  Block,  Sutro  Baths  and 
Playland-at-the-Beach.  For  the  Mission, 
mementos  of  Seals’  Stadium,  Woodward 
Gardens  and  the  Doggie-Diner  heads 
may  be  appropriate;  but  anyone  with 
stories,  home  movies,  snap  shots  and 
memorabilia  that  maybe  of  interest  to  the 
TV  people  should  call  553-2850. 


DIAL-A-CAT 


The  San  Francisco  SPCA  is  seeking 
good  homes  for  adult  cats  and  has  intro- 
duced a new  DIAL-A-CAT  service.  Fax 
them  at  431-6641;  call  554-3050  or  write 
2500  16th  Street,  94103;  and  they’ll  inter- 
view you,  find  out  what  you’re  looking  for 
in  a feline  companion  and  compile  a 
profile  of  your  own  Dream  Cat. 

Messages  will  fly,  computers  cogitate 


and  eventually  you’ll  be  given  a list  of 
available  pussies  that  meet  your  criteria. 
After  a thorough  in-home  adoption 
screening  - and  if  the  parties  involved 
vote  thumbs/paws  up  — they’ll  finalize  the 
arrangement.  They’ll  even  make  home 
delivery  of  up  to  two  (two!)  felines  for  you 
to  choose  from. 


TROUBLE  PAYING  BILLS? 


Start  A New  Chapter  in  Your  Life? 


CHAPTER  13 

A dignified,  honorable  way  of 
paying  your  bills 
Prevents  gamishment/fore- 
closur  e/repossession 
Protects  all  property  and  co- 
signers 

3 to  5 year  repayment  plans 
available 


CHAPTER  7 (Bankruptcy) 

For  a fresh  financial  son 

Your  financial  problems  carefully 

considered 

Your  property  rights  fully  explained 

FREE  CONSULTATION 

CALL  775-0713 


LAW  OFFICES  OF  BLUER  & ZLOTOFF 


BtWew^jpencnceJ^egrcieniui^lchion^ 
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STARVED  OUT 


WHEN  YOU  GOTTA  GO... 


"That’s  it!  We’re  out  of  here,  man. 
Everybody’s  making  money  but  us.  I can’t 
stand  it  any  more."  With  those  words, 
head  hunger  honcho  and  New  Mission 
News  Arts  Consultant  Mario  Joel  ended 
a five-year  Christmas  tradition  known  as 
the  Starving  Artists  Show,  a collective  ex- 
hibition of  local  painters  on  economically 
restrictive  meal  plans. 

What  the  underfed  art  folk  will  do  to 
fill  their  bellies,  now  that  the  hemi-decade 
of  yuletide  largess  has  ended,  is  uncertain. 


"They  are  starving  artists,  so  they  will 
starve,"  growled  an  apoplectic  Joel,  who 
went  on  to  rage  against  Philistinism,  con- 
sumerism and  the  meanness  of  the  reign- 
ing Zeitgeist. 

Joel’s  "Non-Euclidian  Naked  Woman" 
(above)  is  one  of  the  works  you  won’t  be 
seeing  until  at  least  next  December,  when 
the  creatively  gifted  but  nutritionally  chal- 
lenged may  regroup,  although  the 
Hungermeister  Mario’s  "Never,  never, 
never,"  sounds  kind  of  permanent. 
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by  Steve  Beminger 

F* ear  no  longer,  owners  of  tiny  blad- 
ders. If  nature’s  call  has  kept  you  hovering 
close  to  familiar  territory.  The  San  Fran- 
cisco Pottv  Guide!  may  have  the  answer. 
Containing  directions  to  293  toilets 
throughout  the  City,  this  pocket-sized 
book  offers  security  and  freedom  to  the 
bladder-challenged,  insuring  that  no  mat- 
ter how  far  you  stray  from  your  neighbor- 
hood, you’ll  know  where  to  find  the 
nearest  commode. 

With  27  maps  covering  the  City  from 
Alioto’s  to  the  Zoo,  the  guide  shows  the 
location  of  each  site  and  gives  explicit 
directions  from  the  establishment’s  front 
door  to  its  john.  But  author  W.C.  Jakes 
does  not  stop  there.  The  pathways  to  each 
toilet  are  given  an  obviousness  rating,  to 
indicate  how  conspicuous  the  passage  to 
the  toilet  is  likely  to  be.  Wheelchair-acces- 
sible toilets  are  indicated  by  a symbol,  and 
business  hours  are  given.  Truly  a "user- 
friendly"  guide. 

Coming  up  with  the  idea  30  years  ago, 
Mr.  Jakes  researched  each  of  the  book’s 
listings  on  his  frequent  hikes  through  the 
City.  "I  walked  to  every  one  of  these  places 
at  least  twice  and  made  little  notes,"  he 
said.  A City  resident  since  1959,  he  began 


writing  the  guide  six  years  ago,  but  put  the 
idea  down  for  a while  until,  after  "a  good 
six  months  of  walking,"  he  finished  the 
book  this  past  fall.  The  reader  will  find 
approximately  35  Mission  neighborhood 
bathrooms  listed,  an  area  the  author  con- 
sidered "a  toughie"  for  finding  toilets. 

The  book’s  other  features  include 
entertaining  bits  of  potty  legend  and  lore: 
the  discovery  of  a 3000-year-old  flush 
toilet;  why  Americans  say  john  and  the 
British,  !qq;  the  saga  of  Thomas  Crapper; 
and  toilets  with  a view.  It  contains  a 
centerfold  map  of  the  entire  City,  and 
each  description  faces  its  own  map  so 
there’s  no  need  to  flip  pages  back  and 
forth. 

While  San  Francisco’s  supervisors 
argue  about  plans  to  construct  $100,000 
public-toilet  kiosks  on  Market  Street,  the 
Pottv  Guide!,  available  this  moment, 
befriends  the  visitor,  informs  the  walker 
and  guides  the  shopper.  It  is  available  at 
City  Lights  Bookstore  and  Cafe  de  la 
Presse  and  costs  $8.95. 

Mr.  Jakes’  next  project  is  another 
guidebook,  one  that  highlights  various 
thematic  City  hikes  such  as  the  homes  and 
haunts  of  literary  greats,  spectacular  stair 
walks  and  offbeat  stores. 


JAGVAR 

Innosanto  Nagara 

ACl/AR 

V 

t °iMj>lic  Artist 

3573  20th  Street  #5 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

If 

DfJICN 

415*821*7510  R 

ja3des@netc0m.com  1! 

XSICN 

San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair 
Center 

FOREIGN  & 

DOMESTIC 
AUTO  REPAIRS 


OPEN  7 DAYS 
A WEEK 


$10 

OFF 

SMOG 

INSPECTION 


OFFICIAL 
SMOG  STATION 

• Dependable  work- 

• A Community-Oriented  People's  Garage 

• Men  & Women  Mechanics 

• Free  Shuttle  Service  to  BART  & Downtown 

• Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 

• "Do-it-yourself"  Membership  Available 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St)  • S.F.,  CA  94110 

285-8588 


FREE  BRAKE 
& SAFETY 
INSPECTION. 

($22  VALUE) 


$10 

OFF 

OIL 

CHANGE 
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SNAP 


By  Robin 
Snyderman 


as  inspired  by  Snap  the  Wonder  Dog 


Bad  Dreams 

It  was  definitely  about  fear  and  strife. 
At  first,  I thought  it  was  a nightmare  about 
the  insidiousness  of  Proposition  187.  But 
now  I see  it  was  more  about  the  woeful 
weaknesses  of  community  organizing  in 
the  Mission. 

In  the  dream.  Snap  and  a friend  were 
picking  me  up  from  the  airport  after  a 
brief  Thanksgiving  escapade.  My  mind 
was  on  work,  the  myriad  tasks  needing 
attention  in  the  next  24  hours.  But  my 
friend  informed  me  that  we  were  on  our 
way  to  Dolores  Park  for  a demonstration 
against  Prop  187. 

In  waking  life,  I have  been  horrified 
that  this  evil  legislation  was  even 
proposed,  let  alone  passed.  When  elected 
leaders  encourage  their  constituencies  to 
isolate  and  humiliate  a group  of  people, 
we’re  all  in  big  trouble.  But  in  the  dream, 
perhaps  true  to  life,  I didn’t  want  to  go  to 
the  protest.  I supported  it  in  spirit  but  had 
other  things  I really  needed  to  do.  Be- 
sides, I’m  agoraphobic,  i.e.,  no  loud 
crowds. 

When  we  parked  at  the  corner  of  18th 
and  Church,  Snap  hopped  into  the  center 
of  a very  small  gathering  of  30,  maybe  40 
familiar  faces.  The  demonstrators  aimed 
to  encircle  the  Park,  holding  hands,  as  a 
symbol  of  the  Mission’s  solidarity  against 
bigotry  and  classism.  Dolores  Park  is 
nearly  synonymous  with  multiculturalism 
and  diversity,  they  said.  But  there  weren’t 
even  enough  of  them  to  reach  from  the  bus 
shelter  on  18th  to  the  J stop  just  a few 
yards  south.  The  outspoken  people  were 
bemoaning  the  turnout  and  blaming  each 
other,  while  the  quiet  people  held  hands, 


sullen  and  frustrated.  I didn’t  know  which 
made  me  more  miserable,  my  presence  at 
this  pathetic  event  or  other  people’s  ab- 
sence. 

I woke  up  in  a grouchy  mood. 

Laugh  If  You  Must 

As  a second-generation  American 
Jew,  it’s  in  my  genes  to  distrust  anything 
that  resembles  mob  thinking  or 
scapegoating.  Democracy  fails  when 
governments  or  activists  successfully  ap- 
peal to  the  worst  in  people.  For  this 
reason.  I’m  nonjudgmental  of  those  who 
stay  out  of  the  political  fray  and  instead 
focus  time  and  energy  on  loved  ones  and 
other  life  pleasures.  Therefore,  I feel  safe 
in  a neighborhood  like  the  Mission  that’s 
distinguished  by  cultural,  intellectual 
diversity. 

But  recently,  as  the  nightmare  indi- 
cates, I’m  tormented  by  the  lack  of  unity 
and  participation  in  our  community. 
Laugh  if  you  must  (most  of  my  friends  do); 
I think  this  torment  actually  comes  from  a 
place  of  great  faith:  I trust  that  unity  in 
the  Mission  would  not  be  dangerous  and 
discriminating  but  progressive  and  em- 
powering. 

Herding  Instincts 

Maybe  Snap’s  herding  instinct  has 
rubbed  off  on  me,  but  it’s  true:  I think  the 
right  kind  of  community  organizing  can 
round  up  the  disparate  elements  in  the 
Mission  in  a consensus  process.  Certainly 
the  time  is  ripe:  The  Redevelopment 
Agency  approached  the  Mission  over  20 


Quality  Fast  Service 
at  Low,  Low  Prices 


Bendix 


BRAKES 

Special  from 

$479s 

Front  or  rear 
Pads  & shoes 
Guaranteed  for  life! 

1 . Free  brake  inspection 

2.  Install  new  Bendix  pads 
or  heavy  duty  shoes* 

3.  Repack  wheel  bearings 

4.  Anti-squeak  treatment 

5.  Road  Test 

* Bendix  Brakes  with  lifetime  guarantee 


CLUTCH 

Special  from 

$2479S 


Guaranteed 

2 yr. ,20,000  miles  on  parts 

1 yr.,  12,000  miles  on  labor 

• Front  wheel  drive  included 

• New  factory  parts  for 
imports  and  most 
domestics  (not  rebuilt) 

• Free  lifetime  service 
adjustment 

1 . Pressure  Plate 

2.  Clutch  Disc 

3.  Throw  out  Bearing 

4.  Pilot  Bearing 


Discount  Brake  & Clutch 

740  Valencia  Street  (between  18th  and  19th)  * 
43 1 -9400  M-F  7:30  - 7:00  • SAT  8:00  - 6:00 


Must  present  ad  when  service  order  is  written.  Call  for  waranty  details.  ‘Most  cars  and  liRht  trucks.  "Metallic  pads 
extra.  Sometimes  additional  parts  and  labor  may  be  complete  the  repair  property  Cast  may  be  substantial.  We  provide 
the  highest  quality  servioe  m ihc  lowest  possible  price. 


SMOG  INSPECTION 

S 


16 


Plus  we  will  beat  any 
advertised  price  lower  (ha 


ours  by  S2.00 


50  .7 

for  cert. 

FREE  RETEST  WHILE  U-WAIT 
WHEN_WORJO  S_D  ONE_  HER ji_ 

LUBE,  OIL&  FILTER  "1 

c#a  /vnr  • Up  to  5 quarts 

* | • Replace  Oil  Filter 


Check  Vital  Fluid  Levels 


TUNE  UP 

s*795 

J m 4 cyl. 


& SERVICE 

47.95  6 cyl. 

57.95  8 cyl. 


1 


Smog  Stop 

4199  Mission  St. 
334-7664 

3 Blocks  from  Silver 
M-F  8-6:30  & 8-5 


Discount  Smog  & 
Lube 

3300  Army  Street 
647-7665 

Olympic  Gas  at  S.  Van  Ness 
M-F  8-6:30  & SAT  8-5 


years  ago,  catalyzing  the  Mission  Coali- 
tion Organization  (MCO).  Is  the  MCO’s 
legacy  the  many  community-based  agen- 
cies created  to  realize  our  neighborhoods’ 
goals  and  dreams?  Or  is  it  the  memory  of 
a shared  mission  (no  pun  intended),  a 
unified  approach? 

Tailing  History 

Rich  Soito  was  active  in  the  days  of  the 
MCO  and  worked  to  protect  the  Mission 
from  the  Redevelopment  Agency  during 
that  era.  Since  then,  he  has  helped  form 
the  South  of  Market  Problem  Solving 
Council  and,  indeed,  worked  with  the 
Agency  to  implement  some  of  SOMA’s 
objectives.  "Redevelopment  laws  have 
changed  dramatically  since  the  MCO 
days,"  Sorro  said.  "Citizen’s  Participation 
is  now  required.  The  South  of  Market  is  a 
good  example  of  the  way  it  can  work."  Still, 
Sorro  is  cautious.  "Redevelopment  won’t 
work  with  the  divisions  we  see  in  today’s 
Mission.  The  City  won’t  approve  it.  That’s 
it.  We  haven’t  seen  a unified  body  since 
the  MCO." 

Lately,  Sorro  has  been  involved  with 
the  two-year-old  Violence  Prevention  In- 
itiative (VPI),  which  recently  transformed 
into  the  Community  Peace  Initiative 
(CPI).  "CPI  is  demonstrating  itself  as  a 
consensus-building  body,"  Sorro  asserted. 
"It  has  brought  together  a lot  of  folks  with 
many  years  of  working  experience  in  the 
Mission.  Redevelopment  is  just  one  of 
many  agenda  items.  The  purpose  of  CPI 
is  to  address  local  youth  violence." 

David  Aldape  is  another  voice  from 
the  MCO  days  who  sees  the  CPI’s  poten- 
tial. "On  the  steering  committee  alone,  the 
CPI  has  12  parents,  12  youth,  5 repre- 
sentatives from  community-based  or- 
ganizations, and  7 others,"  Aldape  said. 
He  also  expressed  enthusiasm  that  "Ten 
or  12  department  heads  like  Brian  Cahill 
of  the  Department  of  Social  Services;  An- 
thony Ribera,  Chief  of  Police;  and  Sandra 
Hernandez,  Director  of  the  Public  Health 
Department"  also  participate  regularly 
and  work  directly  with  Mission  residents. 
"It’s  a collaborative  process  to  develop 
long-term  plans. " 

Who’s  the  Alpha  Dog? 

On  December  15,  when  the  Mayor’s 
Mission  Task  Force  sponsored  a hearing 
on  the  redevelopment  issue,  it  invited  CPI 


members  to  participate  on  the  panel. 
While  this  act  of  bridge-building  in  itself 
may  have  been  wise,  many  in  the  audience 
were  not  interested  in  being  "talked  at"  by 
anybody  about  these  critical  issues.  They 
wanted  to  be  involved.  So,  for  the  record, 
those  interested  in  participating  in  the 
CPI  should  call  its  Coordinator  Anthony 
Ceja  at  282-9984  (RAP)  or  824-2330 
(Carecen). 

Overall,  this  hearing  was  reminiscent 
of  my  nightmare.  A critical  issup.  An  in- 
adequate turn-out.  A lot  of  yelling.  And 
many  who  sat  sullen  and  silent.  (My  room- 
mate and  I mused  that  Snap’s  reaction  to 
canine  company  in  her  house  during  the 
holidays  was  eerily  similar  to  the  Task 
Force  hearing.  A neighborhood  dog  is 
spending  the  holiday  season  with  us,  and 
their  quest  to  be  Alpha  looks  terribly 
familiar.  Sniffing  and  marking,  jostling 
and  barking.  A tremendous  resentment  of 
our  authority.) 

Some  questioned  whether  a Mayor's 
Task  Force  has  an  inherent  conflict  of 
interest  in  even  tackling  the  question  of 
redevelopment.  Others  simply  felt  that  it 
was  too  early  to  discuss  what  projects  to 
tackle  with  Agency  funds.  They  thought 
the  question  at  hand  was  whether  to  work 
with  the  Redevelopment  Agency  at  all. 
People  did  seem  to  agree  that  a consen- 
sus-building body  seems  the  best  way  to 
determine  whether  working  with  the 
Agency  is  the  best  way  to  get  funds,  assure 
sufficient  neighborhood  "say-so,"  and  es- 
tablish priorities  for  spending  should  any 
funds  be  received.  Hearings  are  failing  us. 
We  need  an  ongoing  forum  for  discussion 
and  consensus  building. 

Let’s  lay  some  real  foundations,  establish 
an  accepted  consensus-building  process 
and  then  determine  whether  and/or  how  to 
work  with  the  Agency.  Otherwise,  Mis- 
sion community  gatherings  will  continue 
to  be  like  a bad  dream. 
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SAY  GOODBYE  TO  1994  AND  HELLO  TO 
1995's  MOST  UNUSUAL  LOVE  STORY! 

MIMI  ROGERS  ANTHONY  LAPAGLIA 


Buihproof  Heart 


U.  S.  THEATRICAL  PREMIERE! 


OPENS  FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  30 

NIGHTLY  at  6:00,  8:00  et  1 0:00;  SAT/SUN/WED  mats  at  2:00  S 4:00 

A SPECIAL  FREE  SNEAK  PREVIEW  HOSTED  BY  LIVE  105  FM 


THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  29th  at  7:00  PM 
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IMAGES  OF  1994 


THERE  WAS  NO  BASEBALL  STRIKE  BY  DIVISION  WINNING  EVERETT  MIDDLE 
SCHOOL  GIRL’S  SOFTBALL  TEAM.  PHOTO  BY  EUGENE  KETTNER. 


CARNAVAL  WAS  BETTER  THAN  EVER! 
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ALIEN  REGISTRAIION  RECEIPT  CARO 

liwi  IJI  (IfT  H44! 

I'fm  > ard  Mill  be  honored  in  liru 
ol  j visa  and  panporl  on  condition 
that  the  rightful  holder  is  returning 
to  the  l -lined  Statt*  alter  u temporary 
absence  of  not  mure  than  oue  year 
and  i»  not  Mibjrcl  to  exclusion  under 
an>  provision  of  the  immigration  Ijms 

REPORTING  REQUIREMENTS 

^ on  are  required  ki  law  In  iiotils 
the  Attorney  General  of  your  i urrent 
address  during  the  month  of  Januurv 
each  sear,  and  to  provide  notilic alum 
uf  new  idilrris  within  10  dnv»  from 
(he  date  of  each  change  A penults 
is  provided  bs  law  for  failure  •«>  do 
so.  Forms  tony  he  obtained  I rum 
any  post  office  Reports  application.* 
or  letter*  to  the  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  should  uu  lud 
the  ' "A"  nunibei 

scare aZBB&ss 


I Bi 


.or 

should  i tu  I urit*  1 


PASSAGE  OF  PROPOSITION  187  WORRIED  DOCUMENTED  AND  UNDOCU- 
MENTED ALIENS  ALIKE  EXCEPT  FOR  TEUTONIC  FEATURED  ONES  LIKE  FRANK 
STAUFF  AKA  DEADBEAT.  PHOTO  BY  BIG  BROTHER 


SPRINT’S  SUDDEN  FIRING  OF  235  MOSTLY  LATINA  WORKERS  SPARKED 
PROTESTS.  PHOTO  BY  JOE  HAKIM 


THE  MISSION  GOT  A NEW  POLICE  STATION.  PHOTO  BY  EUGENE  KETTNER. 


THE  CALIFORNIA  SAFE  FOOD  SURVEY  DECLARED  RAINBOW  GROCERY’S 
PRODUCE  THE  SAFEST  IN  THE  STATE.  PHOTO  BY  EUGENE  KETTNER 


CHATEAU  AGAPE  WAS  RAVAGED  BY  A FIRE.  PHOTO  BY  MARK  CUMMINGS 


FEW  MI$$1QNNEW$  JANUARY  iag±Afi.E 


APPLIANCES/HARDWARE 


974  STORE 

2965 

647-5049 

CARLEI  TV. 

3344 

824-5578 

JOES  APPLIANCE  REPAIR 

2869 

282-0221 

MR.  VACUUM 

3378 

206-9062 

MTM  VACUUM  CLEANER 

3194 

647-3562 

RODRIGUES  APPLIANCE  CO. 

3036 

826-8408 

AUTOMOTIVE  SERVICES 

HOUSE  OF  BRAKES 

3195 

285-0595 

IMPERIAL  AUTO  PAINTING 

3135 

285-4562 

RADIATOR  FACTORY 

3049 

285-7080 

BAKERIES 

DOMINGUEZ  BAKERY 

2951 

821-1717 

GOLDEN  CRUST  PIES 

3233 

824-7117 

LAMEJOR II 

3329 

920-9561 

LA  REYNA  BAKERY 

3114 

647-6502 

LA  VICTORIA  BAKERY 

2937 

550-9292 

PANADERIA  LA  MEXICAN  A 

2804 

648-2633 

SWEET  HEART  BAKERY 

2956 

826-0876 

UNIVERSAL  BAKERY 

2704 

821-0729 

BANKS 

BANK  OF  AMERICA 

2850 

622-4444 

BARBER  SHOPS/BEAUTY  SALONS 

ANNA  FOR  HAIR 

3151 

824-8577 

EL  MANITO  BARBER  SHOP 

3112 

282-2270 

ESTER  BEAUTY  SHOP 

2858 

282-9995 

FAMOUS  HAIR  DESIGNS 

3076 

648-6050 

FRED  PISA'S  BARBER  SHOP 

2839 

647-3377 

GACELA 

3160 

641-7331 

INTL  HAIR  DESIGN 

2961 

824-4415 

Juan  Chairez  BARBER  SHOP 

3184 

282-7649 

NELLI'S  BEAUTY  SALON 

2933 

648-3963 

PAULA'S  SALON  DE  BELLEZA 

2781 

282-0223 

SANDY'S  BARBER  SHOP 

2913 

824-4428 

SUSIE'S  BEAUTY  MAGIC 

2863 

282-0960 

TITA'S  HAIR  STYLING 

3226 

285-1878 

WINNEMUCCA  BARBER  SHOP 

2870 

826-2764 

BOOK  STORES 

China  BOOKS  & PERIODICALS 

2929 

282-2994 

LIBRERIA  CRIST1ANA 

3108 

647-8796 

BOOKKEEPING/INSURANCE 

J.  DOUGLAS  VALLE  Insurance 

3212 

647-5977 

UBI 

3247 

647-8029 

CLEANERS/LAUNDRIES 

COIN-OP  LAUNDRY  WORLD 

2799 

648-5087 

HOMESTYLE  WASH  & DRY 

2977 

550-9059 

LAUNDROMAT 

2750 

MISSION  QUICK  CLEANERS 

3270 

285-5313 

WASH/DRY 

3078 

M* 

WHITE  CLEANERS 

2829 

824-272 7 

TEDDY  WONG  CLEANERS 

2505 

COFFEE  SHOPS 

CAFE  FANARI 

2773 

285-1467 

CAFE  VENICE 

3325 

285-6970 

CHINESE  FOOD  & DONUTS 

2798 

642-0881 

J & E CAFE 

2537 

282-5177 

LABOHEMECAFE 

3318 

285-4122 

MA'S  CAFE 

2990 

821-7407 

ST.  FRANCIS  FOUNTAIN 

2801 

282-9527 

THE  JELLY  DONUT 

3198 

648-1419 

COMMUNITY  SERVICES 

GOOD  SAMARITAN  Family  Ctr 

2871 

824-9475 

MECA 

2899 

826-1401 

MISSION  POLICE  STATION 

558-5457 

MISSION  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

3359 

695-5090 

DANCE  STUDIOS 

THIRD  WAVE  DANCE  STUDIO 

3316 

282-4020 

FLOWER  SHOPS 

FLORERIA  SAN  PEDRO 

2933 

641-5024 

FLOWER  GARDEN 

3260 

285-0281 

THE  BOUQUET  PLACE 

3008 

647-1006 

FRUIT  STANDS 

MANGOS  SAN  MIGUEL 

HARRISON  & 24TH 

GIFT  SHOPS/BOUTIQUES 

ANGELA'S  GIFT  HOUSE 

2824 

285-6770 

ARGENTINE  GIFT  SHOP 

3250 

824-3488 

ARTESANIAS  CUZCATLAN 

3021 

642-1527 

CANDLELIGHT  SHOP 

3330 

824-4003 

ELEGANCIA INFANTIL 

3045 

648-5376 

GALERIA  LA  RAZA/STUDIO  24 

2851 

826-8009 

I.M'S  KITTY  WORLD 

3164 

285-6155 

MANUEL'S  STORE 

2860 

285-3324 

PATTYS  BOUTIQUE 

3054 

648-6360 

SURT1MEX 

3201 

695-9924 

VARIEDADES  SANCHEZ 

3214 

641-6004 

GROCERIES/PRODUCE 

CALIFONIA  FRUIT  MARKET 

2726 

821-2828 

CALIFORNIA  FOOD  MARKET 

3111 

821-2828 

CASA  LUCAS  MARKET 

2934 

826-4334 

ELTRIUNFO  MARKET 

2969 

285-2914 

FOOD  VILLA 

3347 

824-1777 

GATEWAY 

3101 

282-9155 

GEORGE'S  MARKET 

3149 

647-1896 

LACUBA-NICA 

2760 

285-4639 

LA  PALMA  MARKET 

2884 

647-1500 

LATINO'S  GROCERY 

3249 

648-3503 

MINI  PRODUCE 

2916 

#*• 

NV  GROCERY  STORE 

2702 

647-1212 

OLYMPIC  FARMERS  MARKET 

2936 

647-5021 

P&S  MARKET 

3100 

824-6431 

Rancho  Grande  de  BARRAZA 

3064 

282-9252 

RICa'S  MARKET 

2790 

647-498 8 

RITA  GROCERY 

3056 

826-4664 

SAMMYS  MARKET 

2847 

824-3868 

SUN  VALLEY  DAIRY 

2900 

282-6366 

TONY'S  MARKET 

2751 

824-7123 

VALENCIA  Produce  Market 

3399 

282-6963 

W-K  MARKET 

3098 

285-2867 

24th  Street 


HAS  IT  ALL! 

UUIITS 1IRBM 


HEALTH/MEDICAL 

DR  BERNARDO  D.  GONZALEZ  2720  2824566 

DR  PUREWALL/Optometrist  3130  648-2777 

LA  CASA  DE  LA  SALUD  3203  285-0391 

ICE  CREAM/POPSICLES 

COOL  PICK  3388  642-1367 

LATIN  FREEZE  3338  282-5033 

INTERNATIONAL  COURIERS 

SUNFLOWER  EXPRESS  3247  647-8029 

TRANS-EXPRESS  3376  824-8282 


RESTAURANTS 


JEWELRY  STORES 

J&J  JEWELRY  & FASHION  3216 

JOYERIALAJOYA  3196 

LATIN  AMERICAN  JEWELERS  3156 

SANDOVAL  JEWELRY  304 1 

MEAT  MARKETS 

REETMARKET  3109 

COUNTRY  MEAT  MARKET  2736 

LO-COST  MEAT  MARKET  #2  2918 

VALENCIA  MEATS  3182 

MUSIC  STORES 

DISCOLANDIA  2964 

DISCOTECAHABANA  3000 

MUSICA  LATINA  3205 

OFFICE  SERVICES 

THE  ELVES  -OFFICE  SUPPORT  3362 


PAINTING 


HOUSE  OF  COLOR 


2862 


PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEOS 

OLEO  FOTO  PORTRAITS  3067 

VIDEO  CLASSICS  2976 

WORLD  PIONEER  VIDEO  2830 

PRINTING 

A MACIEL  PRINTING  3331 

ARNOLD'S  INSTANT  PRINTING  3245 

IMPRENTA  LATINA  2782 


PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES 


285-9277 

821-4370 

826-3488 

695-9724 


641-7216 

282-9372 

648-8646 

641-7548 


826-9446 

285-8160 

695-0648 


824-4418 


647-9189 


647-1608 

824-6156 

282-6838 


648-3553 

282-5562 

826-7111 


GALU  REALTY 

3243 

826-4242 

Law  Offices/DONALD  BLOOM 

3130B 

282-9955 

MECA  PRODUCTION  CO. 

2899 

826-1401 

MECA  VISUALS 

3007 

824-7728 

MODUS  OPERANDI 

Architectural  Planning  Svces. 

3007 

824-7728 

PUBUSHING/MAGAZJNES 

AVANCE  HISPANO 

3247 

647-8029 

CHINA  CITY  SEAFOOD 

3166 

821-1818 

EL  MEXICANO 

3086 

282-2740 

EL  MIRAMAR 

3004 

285-6199 

EL  NUEVO  FRUT1LANDIA 

3077 

648-2958 

EL  POLLO  SUPREMO 

3150 

550-1193 

ELTREBOL 

3324 

285-6298 

FONG  LAM  RESTAURANT 

2878 

824-2878 

GUADALAJARA  DE  NOCHE 

2981 

285-4905 

ILOPANGO  RESTAURANT 

3066 

648-1577 

LAGALLINITA 

2989 

826-8880 

LAUMENITA 

3161 

824-2833 

LA  POSTA  RESTAURANT 

2891 

285-3149 

LAS  GUITAR RAS  REST 

3200 

285-2684 

MANIVANH  THAI  REST 

2732 

824-6054 

MARGARITAS  RESTAURANT 

2833 

826-5530 

MR  PIZZA  MAN 

3146 

641-5720 

OFaiA'S  RESTAURANT 

2904 

PAPAPOTREROS  PIZZA 

2700 

647-6685 

PUNJAB  RESTAURANT 

2838 

282-4011 

ROOSEVELT  TAMALE  PARLOR 

2817 

550-9213 

SHOE  REPAIR 

JESSIES  SHOE  REPAIR 

2872  285-0933 

SIGNS 

TAHAN  SIGN  CO. 

3119 

641-4772 

SPORTING  GOODS 

DUBONS  & PEPE  IMPORTS 

3174 

285-3548 

SPORTS  CLUB 

CASA  CLUB  PIPILES 

2708 

648-7023 

TAQUERIAS 

CASA  SANCHEZ 

2778 

282-2400 

EL  CASTILLITO 

3033 

826-8116 

a TACO  LOCO 

3274 

282-7018 

TAQUERIA  EL  FAROLITO  #3 

2950 

641-0758 

TAQUERIA  GOYAZ 

3392 

821-4600 

TAQUERIA  SAN  FRANCISCO 

2794 

614-1770 

TAX  SERVICES 

HERRERA-ESCOBAR 

3327 

695-8870 

TAX  SERVICES 

3262 

826-3952 

TRAVEL  AGENCIES 

CALIFORNIA  TRAVEL 

2966 

647-5912 

CALSA  TRAVEL 

3176 

550-0404 

COSMOS  TRAVEL 

3254 

826-1111 

GIGANTE  EXPRESS 

3043 

285-4780 

NICARAO  TOURS  & TRAVEL 

3000 

206-1714 

PINOLERO  TRAVEL  SERVICE 

3214 

647-4717 

SAN  JOSE  TRAVEL  AGENCY 

3212 

••• 

WATER  FILTERS/COOKWARE 

ROYAL  PRESTIGE 

3047 

648-5376 
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24TH  STREET  MERCHANTS  ASSN. 


P.O.  Box  40613,  SF,  CA  94140 
(415)  677-3745 
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Editor: 


I want  to  thank  you  for  the  wonderful 
photo  and  story  by  Eugene  Kettner  you 
published  in  last  month’s  New  Mission 
News  about  17-year-old  violinist  Ingrid 
Martinez  and  her  trip  to  Washington.  I 
haven’t  had  a chance  to  speak  to  Ingrid 
since  her  return,  but  I’m  sure  she  enjoyed 
the  experience  as  much  as  she  did  having 
her  photo  taken  for  your  story. 

All  of  us  at  the  Music  Center  are  espe- 
cially proud  when  one  of  "our  own" 
achieves  something  special,  and  I thank 
you  for  your  attention  to  Ingrid’s  story.  I 
will  be  sure  to  send  you  information  about 
future  Music  Center  happenings. 

Claire  Harmon 

Community  Music  Center 


Editor: 

Claudia  Lunstroh’s  [October]  article 
"The  67  Minute  Emergency  Room,"  which 
unfairly  criticizes  San  Francisco  General 
Hospital’s  Emergency  Department,  is  a 
disservice  to  San  Francisco  and  to  your 
readers..  Furthermore,  editorial  com- 
ments like  "dread"  have  no  place  in  "objec- 
tive" news  articles. 

San  Francisco  General  Hospital’s 
Emergency  Department  is  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  entire  country.  The  Trauma 
Center,  the  only  Level  I trauma  service  in 
the  region,  has  received  national  recogni- 
tion. Level  I trauma  designation  means 
that  all  medical  specialties  are  on  site  24 
hours  each  day.  This  means  that  patients 
do  not  wait,  as  they  do  at  other  emergency 
rooms,  for  a doctor  to  drive  to  the  hospital 


to  begin  treatment.  This  can  make  the 
difference  between  life  and  death. 

Ms.  Lunstroh’s  article  left  out  other 
important  information  about  SFGH’s 
emergency  services,  including  the  quality 
of  its  staff,  the  availability  of  translation 
services  and  pediatric  emergency  ser- 
vices. Recognizing  children’s  special 
health  care  needs,  SFGH  operates  a 
separate  Pediatric  Emergency  Service 
where  pediatricians  and  pediatric  nurse 
practitioners  care  specially  for  the 
children’s  urgent  and  emergency  care 
needs.  In  fact,  our  pediatric  emergency 
staff  initiated  the  EDAP  (Emergency 
Department  Approved  for  Pediatrics) 
program  mentioned  in  your  story.  Our 
Pediatric  Emergency  Service,  which 
operates  16  hours  a day,  7 days  a week,  is 
a model  for  other  hospitals  throughout 
the  City. 

References  in  your  article  touting  the 
ability  of  doctors  serving  other  local 
hospitals  to  speak  multiple  languages 
should  have  included  information  about 
San  Francisco  General’s  language  ser- 
vice, one  of  the  most  extensive  in  the 
country.  SFGH  offers  three  levels  of  lan- 
guage service.  Our  doctors  and  support 
staff  are  selected  with  the  language  needs 
of  the  community  in  mind.  A corps  of 
professional  interpreters  and  the  services 
of  the  ATT  Language  Line  are  available 
around  the  clock  to  serve  our  multi-cul- 
tural community. 

Our  hospital  medical  faculty,  staffed 
by  the  University  of  California,  San  Fran- 
cisco, includes  many  internationally 
recognized  physicians.  We  are  proud  to 
point  out  that  these  world-class  health 
care  providers  are  available  to  every  San 
Franciscan,  regardless  of  ability  to  pay. 

The  Mission  News  has  a responsibility 
to  the  community  to  accurately  report  the 
facts.  Some  very  important  facts  about 
San  Francisco  General  Hospital  were 
clearly  left  out  of  "The  67  Minute  Emer- 
gency Room." 

We  hope  that  you  will  print  this  letter 
in  your  publication. 

Ricardo  Noguera 

Community  Advisory  Council,  SFGH 


CD  • CS  • LP  • VIDEO 


Contemporary 

& 

Traditional 

African 
Arabic,  Latin 
& 

Caribbean 

Music 


593 


Store  Hours:  M-Sa:  12-7;  Su  1-6 

GUERRERO  STREET  (BETWEEN  17TH  & 18TH ) ✓ 

(415)  255-8411  / OYE ! 


LITERATURE  & POLITICS 
CULTURE  & COMMUNITY 

BOOKS  IN  ENGLISH  & SPANISH 


We  feature  a superb  collection  of 
international  & multicultural  fiction 


888  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  282-9246 


11-8  Mon-Thur 

11-9  Eri-Sat 

11-6  Sunday 


The  New  Mission  News  responds: 

"Dread"  is  not  an  editorial  comment;  it 
is  a noun.  Nouns  are  useful  in  the  iden- 
tification of  persons  and  things.  They  also 
keep  verbs  and  adjectives  from  randomly 
colliding  with  one  another,  thereby  avoid- 
ing unnecessary  confusion  for  our 
readers. 

As  for  leaving  out  important  facts 
about  S.F.  General  Hospital,  this  would 
be  a valid  criticism  had  the  article  in  ques- 
tion been  about  S.F.  General.  The  article 
was  about  St.  Luke’s  Emergency  Room 
and  not  a survey  of  emergency  room 
facilities  in  San  Francisco.  An  article  in 
this  issue  of  the  News  on  a local  poet  does 
not  mention  Shelly,  Keats  or  Byron,  but 
saying  the  piece  leaves  out  very  important 
facts  about  the  English  Romantics  would 
be  an  inane  observation. 

S.F.  General  does  deserve  more  ex- 
tensive coverage  by  this  paper,  and  this  is 
provided  on  page  9. 


also  ready  to  answer  all  your  questions. 

You’ll  find  top-quality  dairy  products, 
including  many  kinds  of  yogurt,  free- 
range  eggs  and  a great  variety  of  hand- 
packed  cheeses  in  our  dairy  section.  Our 
frozen  section  offers  a selection  of  quick, 
easy-to-prepare  healthy  foods  that  fit 
right  in  with  today’s  busy  lifestyles. 

Another  very  important  aspect  of 
Rainbow  Grocery  Cooperative  Inc.  is  our 
commitment  to  the  community  .which  we 
serve.  Through  contributions  of  food, 
money  or  services,  RGCI  supports  over 
400  community-based  organizations. 
Since  its  inception  in  1975,  Rainbow  has 
made  a point  of  reaching  out  to  its  com- 
munity. 

Rainbow  Grocery  Cooperative  Inc. 
services  approximately  450  thousand  cus- 
tomers each  year.  They  come  from  all 
walks  of  life,  and  from  all  cultural  and 
ethnic  backgrounds.  They  are  the  "rain- 
bow" that  makes  up  our  store. 

We  welcome  your  continued  support 
in  helping  us  provide  a healthier  alterna- 
tive for  our  community. 

Rainbow 


Editor: 

We  at  Rainbow  Grocery  Cooperative 
Inc.  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
wish  you  a very  happy  holiday  season. 

As  you  may  have  heard,  RGCI  was  one 
of  the  first  stores  of  its  kind  in  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area.  To  this  day,  RGCI 
enjoys  a unique  place  in  the  Bay  Area’s 
health  food  market. 

Rainbow  features  the  largest  bulk 
food  and  organic  produce  section  in  the 
Bay  Area.  We  have  over  300  products  to 
choose  from  in  our  bulk  herb  and  spice 
section,  and  the  best  quality  and  low 
prices  in  our  organic  section.  This  puts 
RGCI  well  ahead  of  its  competitors. 

Rainbow  also  offers  a complete  as- 
sortment of  bath  and  body  products  as 
well  as  an  extensive  book  and  magazine 
section  to  help  our  customers  better  un- 
derstand and  utilize  the  products  we  sell. 
Our  well-informed  and  eager  staff  are 


Editor: 

Muchissimas  gracias  for  a thoughtful 
and  full-bodied  review  of  Rebellion  From 
The  Roots.  Your  criticisms  are  well  taken 
and,  if  there  is  ever  a second  printing,  will 
be  implemented.  Thanks  again, 
felicidades. 

The  cantankerous  and  crusty 

John  Ross 


Editor: 

On  Thursday,  December  15,  1994,  I 
attended  the  special  meeting  on 
Redevelopment  held  by  the  Mayor’s  Mis- 
sion Task  Force.  It  was  apropos  that  the 
meeting  be  held  at  an  elementary  school 
because  so  many  of  the  folks  present  be- 
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GRACIAS  FROM  GANGSPEAK 


haved  like  school  children  children.  Such 
behavior  is  an  embarrassment  for  the  Mis- 
sion District. 

What  has  happened  to  our  basic  man- 
ners? For  starters,  get  to  the  meeting  on 
time  so  that  you  don’t  miss  the  many  im- 
portant announcements  on  how  the  meet- 
ing will  be  conducted  and  such.  The 
bickering  and  profanity  were  completely 
inappropriate  in  consideration  of  the  time 
and  efforts  of  the  Task  Force  and  special 
presenters.  If  you  have  arrived  late,  take  a 
seat  quietly,  do  not  disrupt  the  meeting 
already  in  progress.  Bring  a pen  and  a 
piece  of  paper  to  take  notes  or  jot  down 
your  concerns  or  comments;  these  can 
later  be  shared  with  the  group  when  the 
audience  is  asked  to  participate.  If  you 
need  to  leave,  do  so  quietly  and  discreetly. 
If  there  are  problems  with  the  ventilation, 
direct  your  concerns  to  a custodian  or  get 
a handwritten  message  to  the  meeting 
facilitator.  If  you  can’t  hear  or  can’t  see  or 
if  there  are  other  facility  problems,  handle 
them  discreetly  and  be  cordial  but  do  not 
disrupt  the  meeting  in  progress  so  as  to 
needlessly  consume  our  valuable  time. 

The  redevelopment  subject  is  quite 
complex  and  important  to  us  all.  Whether 
we  are  in  favor  of  redevelopment  or  op- 
posed to  it,  we  could  make  much  more 
progress  toward  a better  understanding  if 
we  maintained  a certain  level  of  decorum. 

Lena  Ruth  Gilbert 

Editor: 

When  are  you  going  to  stop  printing  all 
that  drivel  by  Frank  Deadbeat  or  Frank 
Stauff  or  whatever  that  sick  puppy  is  call- 
ing himself  these  days?  Not  only  is  he  an 
offensive  and  sacriligious  individual,  but 
now  it  turns  out  he’s  and  alien  as  well.  He 
should  just  go  back  to  Dusseldorff. 

Bill  Hoess 


GankSpeak  is  more  than  just  a 
monthly  newspaper  column.  GangS peak 
volunteers  provide  daily  a variety  of  ser- 
vices for  Mission  Youth.  Some  of  these 
services  include:  structured  activities 
(e.g.,  weekend  educational  film  festivals 
and  trips  to  Great  America);  safe 


transportation  from  the  streets  to  home  or 
school;  food  and  clothing;  help  with 
homework;  job  counseling  and  training 
and  legal  advocacy.  By  providing  these 
services,  GangSpeak  volunteers  help  Mis- 
sion youth  leave  or  stay  out  of  gangs  and, 
instead,  hang  with  school. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  new  year  of 
1995,  GangSpeak  would  like  to  acknow- 


ledge those  who  have  contributed  in  a 
variety  of  ways  (monies,  food,  clothing)  to 
help  Mission  youth  learn  safely  and  grow 
to  their  full  potential.  Thus,  a hearty 
"Thank  you"  to  the  following: 

Marta  Beswick-Sanchez  (Mission  Life 
and  SF  Weekly).  Juan  Gonzales  (El 


Tecolote).  Collette  Sweeny  (Eye  Gal- 
lery), Sergeant  Ken  Chin,  Leslie  Warren, 
Michelle  Clark,  M.D.,  Ethel  at  St.  Paul’s, 
Rafaela  McMannon,  Tess  Barbieri, 
Miriam  Hirsch,  Mario  Paz,  Ray  Balberon 
and  other  RAP  staff,  Manu  Shri  Moudgil, 
Monica  Hardiman,  Ann  Lytle,  Maxine 
Louie,  the  Chavez-Zabalza  family,  Elmy 
Bermejo,  Victor  Miller,  Jeremy  Kline, 


Juliana  Sivulka,  Carolyn,  Pacific  News 
Service,  SPUR,  Van  Ness  Round  Table 
Pizza,  Mission  Photo  Center,  and  the 
patient  and  understanding  neighbors  on 
Minna  Street  (especially  Chuck,  David, 
and  Carmen). 

It  has  been  with  the  generous  help  of 
these  people  that  many  Mission  youth  - 
often  without  a safe  place  to  play,  learn  or 
grow  --  have  heard  Richard  Rodriguez 
and  Kathleen  Brown  speak;  gone  on  field 
trips  to  Great  America  and  Marine 
World;  learned  book-making  and  photog- 
raphy skills;  had  their  artwork  and  essays 
published;  finished  high  school  and  gone 
to  college;  started  their  own  T-shirt  busi- 
ness; kept  safe  on  the  weekends  with  din- 
ners and  educational  film  sessions;  had 
their  birthdays  celebrated;  learned  about 
the  business  of  film  making;  received  job 
skills  training  and  tutoring  of  math  and 
English;  and  much,  much  more. 

If  you  would  like  to  help  Mission  youth 
stay  safe,  GangSpeak  has  continued  need 
for  monies,  food  (e.g.,  canned  goods,  dry 
milk,  spaghetti,  macaroni  and  cheese, 
lasagna , soft  drinks,  bread,  peanut  butter, 
jelly,  and  cookies),  clothing  (non-gang 
clothes  for  teenage  girls  and  boys),  and  art 
and  school  supplies.  Send  your  contribu- 
tions (or  notification  of  pickup  items)  to 
Deanne  Berger-MoudgiJ/GangSpeak  % 
New  Mission  News,  777  Valencia  St.  SF 
Calif,  94110. 

GangSpeak  would  also  like  to  thank 
the  following  artists  and  writers  who  have 
faithfully  contributed  to  this  column  since 
it  began  14  months  ago:  Pam,  Luis,  Cyn- 
thia, Roberto,  Leroy,  Anthony,  Marcy, 
Athena,  Joseph,  Alejandro,  Emilio,  Lisa 
and  Karina. 

HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  AND  THANK 
YOU  FOR  YOUR  SUPPORT 
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You’ve  never  really  tried  Mexican  Food  until  you’ve  been  to: 

PUERTO  ALEGRE  RESTAURANT  No.  1 

NOW  SERVING  THE 

BEST  MARGARITAS 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA 


546  VALENCIA  ST. 


255-8201 


IWI  !•! 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

• Color  and  Black  & White  Developing 

• Camera  Sales  and  Camera  Repairs 

• Dark  Room  Supplies 

• Slides,  Prints,  Super  8 or  Regular  8 

Movies  onto  Video  Cassettes 

1089  Valencia  Street  (near  22nd) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  641-8396 


2425  17th  St.(5)  POTRERO 


20  OR  MORE  LOCAL  ARTISTS  EXHIBITING 
HUNDREDS  OK  ART  WORKS  FOR  SALE 
FILMS,  MUSIC  AND  INSTALLATIONS 
MEET  ARTISTS  AND  SEE  THEIR  WORK  STUDIOS 

EVERY  SATURDAY  NIGHT  7 pm 

INFO  :4 15-552-5808 


10AM  - 6PM 

MONDAY  - SATURDAY 

HARRINGTON  BROS. 

FURNISHINGS  & ANTIQUES 

599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 


861-7300 


WE  BUY  & SELL  EVERYTHING 
FOR  HOME  AND  OFFICE 
OLD  & LIKE  NEW  & ANTIQUE 
MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 
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KABOOM!! 

THE  ART  EXPLOSION  IS  A GALLERY  WITH  A DIFFERENCE 


Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  Monday 


SUNDAYS:  MONDAYS: 

CONTEST  OF  QUEBRADITA  CONTEST  OF  CUMBIA 
$100.00  PRIZE  $80.00  PRIZE 


3335  23RDST.  SF  CA  94110  / 550-9158 


ST.  LUKE’S 

NEIGHBORHOOD  CLINIC 

^ We  treat  you 
like  family 


by  Bob  Parks 

Chafes  aren’t  always  the  best  places 
for  artists  to  hang  their  work,  especially  if 
the  paintings  have  to  complete  for  wall 
space  with  room-for-rent  signs.  A good 
solution  for  emerging  artists  is  a newly 
opened  gallery,  The  Art  Explosion,  where 
20  or  more  painters,  sculptors  and 
photographers  show  and  sell  their  work 
without  having  to  go  through  tony 
downtown  galleries  or  being  just  another 
distraction  in  a busy  cafe. 

At  17th  and  Potrero,  The  Art  Ex- 
plosion has  the  clean  look  of  a serious 
gallery  yet  also  has  a cafe  area  to  listen  to 
music,  drink  coffee,  snack  and  chat.  And 
if  you’ve  ever  been  to  the  galleries  around 
Union  Square,  you’ll  appreciate  a place  to 
sit  down  between  rounds  of  viewing  art. 

"We  wanted  to  have  a gallery  where 
people  could  look  at  art,  and  then  sit, 
relax,  talk  to  people  and  look  at  more  art," 
said  painter  and  co-founder  Terry  San- 
ner.  She  and  co-founder  Geoff  Wolf 
opened  the  gallery  three  months  ago  and 
put  much  of  the  work  into  building  it 
themselves.  They’ve  spent  hours  paint- 
ing, building  walls  and  installing  lights  in 
order  to  open  this  alternative  to 
mainstream  galleries.  By  renting  studio 
space  and  charging  low  commissions  on 
the  works  they  sell,  they  can  give  exposure 
to  many  local  artists. 

Another  difference  between  The  Art 
Explosion  and  galleries  downtown,  be- 
sides the  profusion  of  artists  in  the  same 
room,  is  the  availability  of  original  work. 
At  many  galleries,  Sanner  explains, 
people  can  only  buy  lithographs  or  art 
prints.  At  Sanner  and  Wolfs  gallery,  they 
can  buy  original  paintings  and  sculptures 
at  reasonable  prices. 

So  far,  hours  are  only  on  Saturday 
nights,  between  seven  and  midnight,  when 
The  Art  Explosion  holds  its  weekly  "Ex- 
travaganza." This  event  is  a sort  of  a "hap- 
pening," with  live  music,  films, 


Low  Cost  Medical  Care 

• Medical  clinic  for  children  and  adults 
• Low  cost  sliding  fee  scale  for 
patients  with  no  health  insurance 
• Medi-Cal  and  Medicare  welcome 


Special  Services  for  Women 

• Offering  a full  range  of  health  services  for  women 
• Free  pregnancy  testing 

• Free  pregnancy  education  classes  for  Medi-Cal  patients 
• Free  referrals  to  private  doctors  at  St.  Luke’s 

Helping  with  Medi-Cal 

If  you  are  a patient  at  the  Neighborhood  Clinic,  we  can  help  you 
get  Medi-Cal  benefits. 

Call  Today  for  an  Appointment 

Same  day  appointments  may  be  available.  Most  appointments 
within  one  week  of  calling. 

Call  (415)  641-6500  to  make  an  appointment 

Se  Habla  Espanol 


No  Cover  Charge! 

Mariquita  Marez  e Hija 

Propietarias 

3247  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110,  Ph:  824-0884 


\/  PALETAS  DE  FRUTA  NATURAL 


FRESH  FRUIT  POPSICLES 

3338  24lh  Street 
San  Francisco.  Ca  94110 

Between  Mission  and  H.nlloll 


Telephone:  282-5033 


T^ncunpa 

Coc£taife  - Dcutcity 

<56^ 


Beto’s  Sound  D.J. 
Banda  & Cumbia 
Live  Music 


Terri  Sanner  and  Geoff  Wolfe  check  out  Courtney  Barnes’  statue  of  a woman  made  from 
old  cigarette  butts.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 


performances  and  refreshments.  Some 
artists  exhibit  there  are  usually  on  hand  to 
talk  about  their  work. 

On  December  17th’s  Extravaganza, 
the  gallery  and  band  provided  a perfect 
night  out.  "El  Kabong"  are  five  celebrants 
of  guitar  twang  who  play  ’60s  instrumen- 
tals, complete  with  clarinet  and  trombone 
solos.  The  band  played  with  such  dead- 
pan jouissance  and  retro-cool  that  it  felt 
as  if  Alan  Ginsberg  might  still  be  writing, 
on  Potrero  Hill.  Between  sets,  a clever 
and  beautifully  shot  film  was  shown;  and 
if  you  looked  carefully,  you  could  see  the 
members  of  El  Kabong  doubling  as  actors 
in  it. 

The  gallery’s  open  studio  had  such  a 
relaxed  atmosphere  that  I felt  I could 


linger  over  certain  pieces  by  myself  while 
the  party  was  going  on  elsewhere.  I came 
back  many  times  to  see  William 
Mcllliney’s  paintings,  Chuck  Stevens’s 
photographs,  Anne  Burke’s  paintings  and 
Mark  Hanna’s  works  on  paper.  Mcllliney 
had  done  a still-life,  with  an  acid-green 
squirt  gun,  lollipop  and  pack  of  matches 
on  a platter,  that  evoked  a nuclear-waste 
meditation.  Burke,  using  a technique  of 


scraping  layers  of  paint  from  the  canvas  to 
expose  layers  underneath,  exhibited 
several  outstanding  pieces. 

Inside  the  cavernous  warehouse 
space,  Sanner  and  Wolf  have  built  a maze 
of  freshly  painted  gallery  spaces  and 
studios.  Studios  rent  from  $150  (for  a 
shared  room)  to  $400;  each  gets  natural 
light  from  either  the  building’s  south- 
facing windows  or  skylights  above.There 
are  18  studios, which  the  owners  say  pro- 
vide "places  to  create,  interact  with  other 
artists  and  exhibit  work.  "Half  are  already 
rented.  Since  studio  space  is  notably  hard 
to  find  in  the  City,  artists  should  snap  up 
those  spaces  while  they’re  still  available. 
Those  who  just  want  to  hang  work  in  the 
gallery  can  simply  sign  the  sheet  at  the 
door. 

The  Alt  Explosion  should  be  another 
draw  for  the  crowd  of  art  lovers  who  al- 
ready come  to  the  neighborhood  for  gal- 
leries, shows  or  bars.  Its  cafe  overlooks 
Theater  Artaud  and  the  polished  Slow 
Club.  Also  nearby  is  Southern  Exposure 
Gallery,  which  has  artists’  installations 
and  performances. 

As  their  first  season  gets  rolling,  San- 
ner and  Wolf  plan  to  add  Thursday  and 
Friday  nights  to  the  open  hours.  The  gal- 
lery is  also  open  by  appointment  anytime. 
If  you  plan  to  attend  an  Extravaganza  at 
The  A*rt  Explosion,  remember  the  ad- 
dress — 2425  17th  Street  --  because  you 
might  otherwise  miss  its  hole-in-the-wall 
door.  And  you  don’t  want  to  overlook  this 
industrial  fortress  with  its  dazzling  view  of 
"Mission  Valley",  because  it’s  an  exciting, 
playful  and  visionary  addition  to  the  thriv- 
ing community  scene. 
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A BIT  OF  GLAMOUR  ON  MISSION  STREET 


Tennis  adept  and  glamourizer  John  Mario  Lacaudra.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 


by  Bob  Parks 

IVIario’s  Studio  Photography  has 
started  offering  glamour  shots  for  both 
men  and  women:  Customers  come  as  they 
are,  while  Mario  supplies  the  right 
clothes,  the  lighting  and  the  expertise  for 
them  to  look  their  best.  Make-overs  are 
the  latest  addition  to  other  services  by  the 
studio  --  including  photos  of  weddings 
and  of  the  traditional  Latin  Quinceneara 
— but  John  Mario  Lacuadra,  who  has  run 
the  store  at  this  spot  for  25  years,  is  most 
excited  about  this  recent  work. 

"I  have  some  help.  A young  woman 
comes  in  and  does  all  the  makeup.  She’s 
an  artist  and  can  transform  any  woman  off 
the  street  into  a Cinderella,"  he  ex- 
plains.He  says  that  the  make-overs  are 
popular  for  men  as  well.  "The  guys  like  to 
have  a nice  portrait  for  when  they’re  old, 
to  show  their  kids  what  they  looked  like  in 
their  prime.  It’s  an  investment  that  will 
last  a lifetime." 

Behind  the  counter,  the  studio  is  a 
likely  place  for  a stepsister  to  turn  into  a 
Cinderella.  The  room  is  quiet,  shutting 
out  nearly  all  the  noise  from  Mission 
Street;  it  is  decorated  with  antiques  and 
tiffany  lamps  and  in  the  comer  stands  a 
wardrobe  full  of  clothes  and  costumes. 

To  reflect  this  new  service,  Lacuadra 
is  remodeling  the  store  by  covering  the 
walls  with  the  latest  examples  of  the  make- 
overs. Already  there  are  a few  golden- 
framed photographs  with  smaller 
snapshots  next  to  them,  showing  pas- 
sersby  how  the  person  looked  before 
transformation.  It’s  effective  advertising, 
since  everyone  seems  to  have  the  urge  to 
see  how  they’d  look  at  their  most  dashing. 

Lacuadra  says  his  passion  for  photog- 
raphy comes  from  pure  enjoyment  of  the 
craft.  "You  have  to  do  something  that  you 
really  like  and  you’ll  be  good  at  it,"  he  says. 
He  considers  weddings  his  strongest  area 
and  also  likes  to  photograph  the  Quin- 
ce anera,  the  Latin  coming- of- age  party 
for  a young  woman  turning  15  years  old. 


with  14  boys  and  14  girls  in  attendance. 

No  one  would  stay  in  the  Mission  for 
over  two  decades  without  a good  reason. 
When  Lacuadra  first  opened  his  store, 
before  BART  was  built,  there  was  very 
little  business  in  the  area.  Once  BART 
construction  was  completed,  the  stores 
around  24th  Street  gained  a larger  clien- 
tele. More  recently,  the  local  economy  has 
been  in  a slight  depression,  but  Lacuadra 
says  he  already  sees  an  improvement.  He 
has  a lot  of  faith  in  the  neighborhood. 
"There’s  a lot  of  hope  in  the  Mission,"  he 
says. 

The  neighborhood’s  art  is  one  of  the 
major  reasons  he  stays.  Some  artists  in 
Sausalito,  he  observes,  make  expensive  oil 
paintings  of  whales  to  sell  to  tourists,  but 
at  the  heart  of  this  community  is  the  artis- 
tic and  cultural  expression  of  its  giant 


mural  paintings. 

For  Lacuadra,  who  lives  in  Marin 
County,  the  Mission  offers  a vital  mix  of 
cultures.  He  uses  the  name  "Mario"  for 
the  store  because  it  is  a common  name  in 
many  countries.  Because  of  his  back- 


ground, he  can  probably  communicate 
with  anyone  who  walks  in.  "My  family  is 
French  Basque  and  I grew  up  in  Argen- 
tina, so  I speak  Italian,  French,  Spanish, 
Portuguese  and  English,"  he  says. 

Unbeknownst  to  many  of  his  portrait 
subjects,  Lacuadra  has  a second  occupa- 
tion: tennis.  Once  ashamed  to  carry  a ten- 
nis racket  while  growing  up  in  Argentina, 
he  is  now  ranked  as  one  of  the  top  senior 
tennis  players  in  the  state.  "Working-class 
people  didn’t  play  tennis.  Soccer  was 
much  cooler  than  tennis.  I had  to  hide  the 
racket  under  my  clothes  so  the  other  kids 
didn’t  beat  me  up."  More  recently,  the 
photographer  passed  another  milestone. 
As  a young  man,  Lacuadra  once  worked 
as  a b<ill  boy  for  Pancho  Gonzales,  a star 
of  the  tennis  world.  Just  this  summer,  he 
got  to  play  against  Gonzales  in  a doubles 
match  in  the  over-40  Nationals.  (He  and 
his  partner  lost,  but  they  gave  a good 
match  and  talked  to  Gonzales  afterward.) 

While  his  latest  work  is  to  transform 
his  customers  in  the  studio,  Lacuadra 
himself  has  seen  some  remarkable  trans- 
formations in  both  of  his  careers. 

Mario’s  Studio  Photography  is  located 
at  2865  Mission  Street.  Hours  are  Monday 
to  Friday  10  am  to  6 pm  and  by  appoint- 
ment only  on  Saturday.  The  phone  num- 
ber is  282-9036. 


Health  & Peace  thru  YOGA! 

Develop  strength,  flexibility  and  peace  of  mind  at  Hatha  Yoga  classes  taught 
by  Mary  Iannotti.  Mary  has  been  studying  yoga  since  1988  and  is  a graduate 
of  the  teacher  training  program  at  the  Iyengar  Yoga  Institute  of  S.F  Classes 
for  every  age  and  fitness  level  are  on-going,  join  at  any  lime. 

Tuesdays  6 p.m.  at  the  old  Sears  building,  3435  Army  Street 
near  Valencia.  Saturdays  9 a.m.  at  347  Dolores  near  l6th. 

For  more  information  call  Mary  at  (415)  564-4340 
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HAPPY 
NEW  YEAR 


FROM 

EL  BALAZITO  TAQUERIA 

CORNER  OF  MARIN  AND  ARMY 

TAQUERIA  EL  BALAZO 

1654  HAIGHT  @ COLE 

SANDOVAL  COIN 
LAUNDRIES 

2267  MISSION  AND  3343  18TH 
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ROBERT  PAUL  SWEETING  BETTY  MAY  RUSSELL 

OCTOBER  1950  - DECEMBER  1994  AUGUST  1908  - DECEMBER  1994 


Known  to  friends,  family  and  co- 
workers by  the  nicknames  "Bo"  "R.P."  and 
"Sweet,"  he  was  a familiar  figure  at  many 
of  the  City’s  social  and  musical  events  in 
the  ’70s  and  ’80s. 

Sweet  arrived  in  San  Francisco  in 
1972,  after  serving  three  years  in  the  Navy. 
While  a student  at  San  Francisco  State,  he 
worked  as  a substance  abuse  counselor 
for  the  San  Francisco  County  Sheriffs 
halfway  house  program  for  former  in- 
mates. 

With  his  sister  Mary,  he  was  active  in 
founding  the  San  Francisco  chapter  of 
Rock  Against  Racism,  an  organization 
dedicated  to  racial  equality. 

In  the  last  few  years,  health  problems 
restricted  his  civic  and  social  activities; 
but  he  remained  a well-known  and  loved 
member  of  the  Mission  community.  Al- 
though his  absence  will  be  mourned,  those 
to  whom  he  was  a friend  and  mentor 


rejoice  that  he  has  found  peace. 

Sweet’s  family  would  like  to  extend  a 
special  thanks  to  the  following  organiza- 
tions and  individuals  for  their  kindness 
and  support:  The  S.F.  County  Sheriffs 
Department,  Basem  at  Mike’s  Liquor, 
Brent  Marsh  of  Vita  Lights,  Tim  of  West 
Coast  Locksmiths,  Mark  McCloud, 
Patrick  O’Neil,  Steve  DePace,  Kate  In- 
gram of  KUSF,  Chi  Chi  Pennick,  Sy  Tash- 
jian  Flowers  and  Scott  of  the  Uptown. 

A memorial  service  will  be  held  at  The 
Uptown  at  17th  and  Capp  on  Thursday, 
January  5,  from  5 to  11  p.m. 

Sweet’s  final  resting  place  is  the  San 
Joaquin  Valley  National  Cemetery  for 
Veterans  in  Gustine,  California.  There, 
on  December  27th,  his  family  and  country 
honored  him  with  a formal  military 
funeral. 


EYE 

EXAM 


$29 


COMPLETE 

(Includes  Glaucoma  and  Cataract  Tests) 


$25  OFF 

Eye  glasses  or 
Contact  Lenses 

Present  at  time  of  ordering 

Dr.  Purewal  (optometrist)  648-2777 

3130  - 24th  Street  (Between  Shotwell  & Folsom) 

BEST  VALUE  IN  THE  MISSION 


B/UJ  photographic  services 

425  SouthVan Ness  SanFrancisco,  Ca.  94103 
Ph.  (415)  487-9996  Fax  (415)  487-9997 
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DRINK  SPECIALS 
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LIVE 
MUSIC 

TBA 


FEATURING 

LOCAL  ART  • POOL  • JUKEBOX  • BIG  SCREEN  TV 

HAPPY  HOUR  DAILV  3 9>P/Y\ 

527  VALENCIA  XkT  16TH  415.063.9320 


Betty  May  Russell  was  born  on  August 
14,  1908  at  22nd  and  Capp.  She  took 
dance  lessons  from  Lucille  Burns,  who 
was  George  Burns’  sister,  and  started 
teaching  tap  at  age  13  out  of  her  home  on 
Fair  Oaks.  Later,  she  was  married  and  she 
moved  into  what  is  now  Betty  May  Studio 
at  1052  Guerrero  in  1930.  She  turned  the 
lower  level  of  the  house  into  two  dance 
studios  and  taught  there  until  her  death  on 
December  19, 1994.  She  also  had  another 
dance  studio  on  Geneva  Avenue. 

Betty  was  a well  known  and  very 
respected  dance  teacher  at  A.C.T.  for 
many  years.  She  was  also  a member  of 
Dance  Masters.  She  put  on  many  benefit 


shows  for  several  charities  such  as  the 
Jerry  Lewis  Telethon  and  hospitals,  as 
well  as  being  on  the  Roger  Boschetti  Show 
many  times.  She  participated  with  her  stu- 
dents in  May  Day  at  Golden  Gate  Park  for 
many,  many  years  and  was  even*  em- 
powered to  select  the  May  Queen. 

Many  Mission  residents  were  her  stu- 
dents for  over  70  years;  and,  in  fact,  quite 
a few  people  whom  Betty  taught  have 
children  and  even  grandchildren  who 
have  taken  lessons  at  Betty  May  Studio. 

Betty  was  a very  warm  and  giving  per- 
son who  will  be  missed,  not  only  by  her 
friends  and  relatives  but  by  the  com- 
munity as  well. 


LOOK  INTO 
THE  FUTURE 

LIVE  PSYCHIC  READINGS  ON 
ROMANCE,  MONEY,  HEALTH 

S2.99/MIN  24  HRS  18+  T.  TONE 

1-900-820-9966  EXT  718 
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SOMEONE 

CROW 

Most  poets  bore  me.  They  write 
mediocre  poetry  and  live  boring  lives. 
This  is  not  the  case  with  George  Tirado. 
He  is  a fine  young  poet. 

A poet  of  the  barrio. 

A poet  of  the  street. 

In  his  new  book.  The  Final  Observa- 
tions of  a Technoshaman.  he  screams,  he 
sings,  he  hollers,  he  walks.  His  eyes  are 
open  to  the  drifters,  the  winos,  the 
vagabonds,  the  homeless,  the  prostitutes, 
the  aged,  the  lost  and  the  damned.  Like  a 
priest  gone  mad,  his  eyes  are  open. 

A poet  who  will  not  accept  the  in- 
humanity of  the  planet  earth. 

A poet  who  writes  about  the  people 


TO 

ABOUT 

with  compassion  and  beauty  in  the  harsh 
reality  of  our  living  existence. 

His  poems  illuminate  the  darkness. 

I especially  liked  his  "Song  For  Bob 
Kaufman,"  "Lady  Day  Sing  Me  To  Sleep" 
and  "Landmarks."  Hold  on  to  your  pants 
— George  Tirado  is  REAL.  Bravo, 
George! 

He  is  someone  to  crow  about.  It 
wouldn’t  be  a bad  idea  to  go  to  Stat  Sta- 
tion/Road Kill  Press  at  539  Valencia 
Street  and  buy  a copy  of  his  book;  that  is 
the  best  way  to  give  this  fine  young  poet 
encouragement.  Right  on  and  keep  it 
going. 

Jack  Micheline 


fables  and  (JJuffets 

Children  don't  smile  any  more 

Emotion  frozen  like  gunshots 

don't  fsi/.e  eyes 

Eyes  Hull  used  to  twinkle 

with  the  promise  of  a birthday 

Eyes  that  used  to  twinkle 

with  the  promise  of  Christmas 

now  house  death 

My  death 

Their  death 

Somebody's  death 

Bang 

Bang 

limit: 

Dumpster  houses  and  beer  bottle  dreams 
I'm  siek  and  tired 

of  seeing  young  soldiers  on  their  knees 
hands  clasped  behind  their  heads 
face  pushed  down  into  concrete 
rivers  of  sadness  and  sorrow 


lay  motionless 

See  this  cruel  world  in  that  last 
second  breath 
clothes  bloody 
T his  ain't  story  hook 
This  ain't  pretty 
Good  never  wins  here 
only  death 
Itabics  ami  Itallcls 
Late  night  homics  play  tough  guy  * 
t hey  mask  their  fears  with  laughter 
t hey  mask  their  fears  with  guns 
They  mask  their  fears 
with  cold  hard  death  looks 
No  time  to  sleep 
No  time  to  be  free 
Keep  your  eyes  open 
Keep  your  mouth  closed 
Keep  your  mind  racing 
Don't  let  them  shoot  you  in  the  face 
I’lcasc  don't  let  them  shoot  you  in  the  face 

You  see  it's  a cold  cruel  world  out  there 


MAELSTROM  BOOKS 


WE’RE  OPEN 


RENOVATION  COMPLETED 

12-8  SEVEN  DAYS 
572  VALENCIA 


or  worse  yet 

with  death  stare  PEACE! 


« 


George  Tirado  is  planning  an  East  Coast  tour,  aseries  of  readings  against  Proposition 
187,  with  poet  Luis  Rodriguez.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 


MISSION  NEIGHBORHOOD  WALDORF  KINDERGARTEN 

Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia  Slrccl,  Suite  135 
(415)  703-0459 

Morning  piogram  8:30  - 12:30 
Afternoon  program  1:30  - 5:30  beginning  January 


Cognitive  Skill  Development 
Developmental  Approach 
Artistic  Work 
Creative  Play 


Multicultural  Population 
• Affordable  Tuition 


The  school  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion, 
national  origin,  sexual  preference,  or  handicap 


VWt  our  HUG€  SHOWROOM  kx  the  larowt 
•election  o i Bicycle*.  Ports  * Acceoode*  in  Sf 


BICYCLES  BY 


VA££NC/A 


SPECIALIZED  scmwinn 

KSmW,  NISHHU 

TREKusa 

Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 
ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 

cvcffi ?r  HOURS:  10  - 6 MON  - SAT 


1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600  io-4  Sunday 
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CHIROPRACTIC 

NOTEBOOK 

By:  Dr.  Ross  Williams 


WATER  POLLUTION 

PUBLIC  WORKS  CAMPAIGN 
FOCUSES  ON  NEIGHBORHOODS 


WAR  AND  PEACE 
CHIROPRACTIC 
AND  MEDICINE 

(PART  2) 

Last  month,  I talked  about  or- 
ganized medicine’s  track  record  of  trying 
to  impugn  or  destroy  certain  medical 
pioneers  and  geniuses  such  as  Fleming 
and  Pasteur.  They  were  attacked  because 
their  way  of  new  thinking  contradicted  the 
traditional  medical  teachings  of  their  day. 
It  still  goes  on,  despite  new  independent 
medical  research  that  often  proves  the 
legitimacy  of  today’s  pioneers. 

In  1964  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation formed  a secret  committee  to 
destroy  the  chiropractic  profession.  It 
was  called  the  Committee  on  Quackery. 
A secret  informant  known  as  "Sore 
Throat"  (No  kidding.  Some  materials  he 
later  leaked  formed  the  basis  of  an  I.R.S. 
investigation  of  the  A.MA.  As  far  as  is 
known  "Sore  Throat"  still  works  some- 
where in  the  A.MA.  and  has  yet  to  be 
discovered)  leaked  documents  and 
memos  of  their  meetings  to  the  press,  the 
chiropractic  profession  and  the  I.R.S.  It 
was  revealed  that  this  committee  hired 
writers  to  write  anti-chiropractic 
magazine  articles  and  books  to  smear  the 
chiropractic  profession. 

Soon,  chiropractors  began  to  fight 
back.  In  1976  five  chiropractors  filed  suit 
in  a Chicago  federal  court  charging  the 
A.MA.  with  unlawful  restraint  of  trade 
practices  and  violation  of  the  Sherman 
Anti-Trust  Act.  A similar  suit  was 
brought  three  months  later  in  New  Jersey 
and  five  months  after  that  in  Philadelphia 
Federal  Court.  Within  a year  of  the 
Chicago  suit,  a restraint  of  trade  lawsuit 
against  the  medical  profession  was  filed  in 
New  York  by  the  New  York  State  Attor- 
ney General. 

The  A.MA.,  now,  for  the  first  time  on 
the  receiving  end,  began  to  reassess  its 
former  position  on  chiropractic.  The 
Committee  on  quackery  was  quickly  dis- 
banded, and  in  1978  the  A.MA.  Code  of 
Ethics  was  revised  to  permit  its  M.D. 
members  to  consult  with  chiropractors 
without  fear  of  censure. 


One  interesting  fact  emerged  during 
the  various  trials:  many  medical  doctors 
admitted  they  tried  to  practice  chiroprac- 
tic on  their  patients.  Even  the  American 
Medical  News  (Jan.  23,  1981)  reported 
that  many  physicians  throughout  the 
country  are  using  "manipulative  techni- 
ques similar  to  those  used  by  chiroprac- 
tors." However,  they  had  to  keep  quiet 
about  it,  for  fear  of  being  ostracized  by  the 
medical  societies. 

Let  us  hope  that  one  day  the  medical 
profession  will  look  back  upon  their  treat- 
ment of  chiropractors  and  feel  shame  and 
guilt  because  of  the  millions  of  people 
they  dissuaded  from  seeking  chiropractic 
care.  Until  then,  let  us  hope  that  the  worst 
of  the  irrational  attacks  by  organized 
medicine  will  remain  in  the  past. 

There  appears  to  be  light  on  the 
horizon.  Medical  Economics  (April  3, 
1981)  reported  that  the  percentage  of 
M.D.s  who  refer  patients  to  chiropractors 
has  doubled  since  1975.  Perhaps  times 
are  changing.  I know  that  this  office  has  a 
very  good  working  relationship  with  most 
general  medical  practitioners  and 
specialists.  When  that  happens,  the 
patient  benefits  a great  deal.  We  can  only 
wait  and  hope  that  all  of  organized 
medicine  will  one  day  discover  what  mil- 
lions of  people  have  known  for  decades 
about  the  benefit  of  chiropractic  care. 

On  August  28,  1987  U.S.  District 
Judge  Susan  Getzendanner  found  the 
A.MA.  guilty  of  leading  a conspiracy  to 
destroy  the  chiropractic  profession.  The 
judge  described  the  conspiracy  as  "sys- 
tematic long-term  wrong  doing  and  the 
long-term  intent  to  destroy  a licensed 
profession."  The  A.MA.  appealed  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  but  they  refused  to  even 
hear  the  case.  Judge  Getzenhanner’s 
ruling  stood. 

Five  defendants  settled  earlier,  affirm- 
ing the  right  of  chiropractors.  They  were 
the  Illinois  Medical  Society,  the  American 
Hospital  Association,  the  Chicago  Medi- 
cal Society,  the  American  Osteopathic 
Association  and  the  American  Academy 
of  Physical  Medicine  and  Rehabilitation. 

Is  peace  finally  on  the  horizon? 


Mention  water  pollution,  and  many 
people  visualize  big  business  or  industries 
churning  toxics  into  adjacent  waterways. 

But  how  about  an  individual  dumping 
used  motor  oil  into  a sewer?  Or  pouring 
harsh  cleansers  down  the  kitchen  sink?  If 
you  pour  oil  or  chemicals  down  any  drain 
in  San  Francisco,  chances  are  you’re  pol- 
luting the  bay  or  the  ocean. 

The  City’s  Department  of  Public 
Works  (DPW)  is  in  the  midst  of  a major 
public  education  campaign,  calling  atten- 
tion to  many  ways  that  people  cause  water 
pollution  - often  without  realizing  it. 

"Most  of  the  people  who  cause  pollu- 
tion falsely  believe  the  toxics  are  com- 
pletely removed  in  the  sewage  treatment 
plants,"  says  Steve  Medbery,  Chief  of  the 
DPW*s  Bureau  of  Environmental  Regula- 
tion and  Management.  "Unfortunately,  it 
doesn’t  really  work  that  way." 

According  to  Medbery,  San  Francisco 
has  a "one-pipe"  system,  meaning  that  all 
the  wastewater  from  every  sink,  toilet  and 
outdoor  street  drain  flows  to  one  of  two 
treatment  plants.  Although  the  11-hour 
purification  process  removes  ap- 
proximately 90  percent  of  conventional 
pollutants,  not  all  are  removed.  Even 
trace  amounts  can  harm  fish  and  other 
wildlife  after  the  treated  wastewater  is 
released  into  the  bay  or  the  ocean. 

Although  the  City  currently  meets  all 
state  and  federal  pollution  limits,  tougher 
limits  are  under  consideration.  If  the  City 
fails  to  meet  new  restrictions,  Medbery 
says,  it  could  face  fines  or  be  forced  to 
build  an  expensive  new  treatment  plant. 
"Our  best  option  is  simply  to  prevent  oil, 
chemicals  and  other  toxics  from  entering 
the  system  in  the  first  place." 

To  publicize  its  message,  the  DPW 
established  a "Water  Pollution  Prevention 
Program"  geared  toward  increasing 
public  awareness.  Last  year,  the  cam- 


paign included  speeches,  media  inter- 
views, advertisements  and  street  signs 
showing  a green  fish  with  prevention- 
oriented  messages.  "Individuals  need  to 
dispose  of  toxic  products  in  a responsible 
manner  or  we’ll  all  suffer  the  consequen- 
ces," explains  Program  Coordinator  Paula 
Kehoe.  "The  strategies  are  easy  to  do  and 
become  second  nature,  once  you  establish 
the  habits." 

Kehoe  advises  shoppers  to  identify  en- 
vironmentally friendly  products  by  com- 
paring labels  before  they  buy.  Toxic 
chemicals,  she  says,  can  frequently  be  sub- 
stituted by  household  products  already  on 
the  shelf.  "For  example,  vinegar  and  salt 
can  be  mixed  into  a very  good  surface 
cleaner.  If  you  have  aphids  in  your  gar- 
den, try  a box  of  lady  bugs  instead  of  a 
chemical  pesticide.  It  works  very  well, 
and  is  safer  for  you  and  your  yard." 

The  campaign  also  places  a major  em- 
phasis upon  proper  disposal  of  used 
motor  oil.  "The  bottom  line,"  Kehoe  says, 
"is  to  refrain  from  pouring  oil  and  other 
toxics  down  the  drain."  There  is  a growing 
trend  among  auto-parts  stores  to  accept 
used  oil  from  do-it-yourselfers  and  turn  it 
over  to  recyclers.  The  City  provides  infor- 
mation on  drop-off  locations  where  oil, 
paints  and  other  toxics  are  accepted.  Call 
695-7375  for  more  information. 

To  measure  the  results  of  its  ongoing 
effort,  the  DPW  commissioned  a 
telephone  poll  of  more  than  400 
households  in  San  Francisco.  The  survey 
indicated  that  many  people  noticed  the 
program’s  street  signs  and  advertise- 
ments, with  the  vast  majority  responding 
positively.  More  than  40  percent 
reported  they  had  learned  something 
from  the  messages.  Overall,  the  cam- 
paign changed  behavior  in  an  estimated 
25,000  households  in  the  City. 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  • 2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 



Peter  Rengstorff,  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  • 
Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H.  Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S. 

OPEN  MON-SAT 


807  Valencia 

(at  19th  Street) 

824-3494 

Open  Everyday 

11:00-11:00 

No  chemicals,  no  hormones 

Natural  Beef  Burgers  • Veggie  Burgers  • Fries  • Hot  Dogs  & Shakes 


KATZ  BAGELS 

TRADITIONAL  BOILED  & BAKED  BAGELS 

17  VARIETIES  WHY 

3147-  16th  St.  (between  Valencia  & Guerrero) 

A selection  of 
cream  cheese  spreads , 
smoked  lox , white  fish , 
pizza  bagels , bagel  dogs 

HUMUS  AND  TOFU. 
Featuring  Spinelli  fine  Coffee 

at  KATZ  BAGELS 

3147  -16th  St.  • San  Francisco,  CA  • (415)552-9122 


MISSION  DISTRICT 
HOME  OWNERS 
DO  YOU  NEED: 


MEXICAN  FOOD 


• A NEW  ROOF 

• SEWER  REPAIRS 

• NEW  REAR  STAIRS 

• HOT  WATER 

• CODE  WORK 

IF  YOU  OWN  AND  OCCUPY  YOUR 
OWN  HOME  AND  YOUR  INCOME 
FALLS  WITHIN  CERTAIN 
GUIDELINES,  YOU  MAY  QUALIFY 
FOR  A CITY  SPONSORED  LOAN. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 
CALL  LUCY  PINEDA  AT  MIS- 
SION HOUSING  DEVELOP- 
MENT @864-6432 


Fresh  Fast  Deucious 

ORDER  TO  GO! 

Free  Delivery! 


Tel.  693-9613 

& 

Fax  693-9614 


*7 *VaU<znt<i 

380  Bush  St./  Kearny  Street 
(Down  Stairs) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94108 

10  AM  TO  3 PM 

— — — v 
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BEYOND  THE  ELDERS  EXIT 


by  Jacqueline  Elizabeth  Letalien 


»3ome  things  are  hard  to  resist 
saying,  so  I’ll  just  go  ahead  and  say  this. 
When  I lived  in  Massachusetts,  there  were 
old  inns  with  signs  saying,  "George 
Washington  slept  here."  In  a modem 
twist  of  this  historical  notation,  prez  Bill 
may  go  down  in  history  with  a sign  that 
says,  "Bill  Clinton  slept  with  me."  He’ll 
probably  be  embarrassed  by  this;  but,  hey, 
if  masturbation  had  been  taught  in  school 
when  he  was  a lad,  he  might  not  have  this 
problem. 

I’ll  be  honest:  The  Newts,  the  Bills,  the 
Franks,  the  Phylisses  disgust  me.  They 
have  such  a narrow  space  in  which  they 
move,  I don’t  know  how  they  manage  to 
breathe.  This  is  not  the  world  or  the  way 
that  I want.  I could  go  off  here  on  the 
firing  of  Jocelyn  Elders,  but  it’s  all  too 
predictable.  It  had  to  happen,  given  the 
circumstance;  and  frankly,  the  powers 
that  be  are  just  not  interesting  to  me. 
Adrienne  Rich  in  Women  and  Honor 
says:  "When  relationships  are  determined 
by  manipulation,  by  the  need  for  control, 
they  may  possess  a dreary,  bickering  kind 
of  drama,  but  they  cease  to  be  interesting. 
They  are  repetitious;  the  shock  of  human 
possibility  has  ceased  to  reverberate 
through  them." 

We  have  not  heard  the  last  from 
Jocelyn  Elders.  I want  to  honor  what  she 
has  accomplished  so  far.  She  has  spoken 
clearly  the  truth  of  her  vision  and  her 
experience.  In  so  doing  she  has  given 


voice  to  the  voiceless.  She  has  not  been 
fired,  she  has  been  freed;  and  I look  for- 
ward to  hearing  more  from  her.  In  the 
meantime,  I have  some  thoughts  of  hers  to 
consider,  to  use  as  sparks  of  inspiration 
for  me  to  vision,  to  speak. 

There  are  a lot  of  people  who  don’t, 
can’t  "just  say  no"  to  dnigs,  because  they 
are  in  excruciating  pain  from  poverty, 
despair,  abuse.  I am  not  simply  speaking 
of  an  economic  condition;  I am  speaking 
of  a social,  personal,  spiritual,  emotional 
condition  that  includes  all  kinds  of 
people.  Drugs  and  people  who  use  them 
are  not  evil;  it  is  the  condition  that  drives 
people  to  drugs  that  is  evil.  (I  ain’t  talkin’ 
genes  here.) 

We  could,  if  we  put  our  hearts  to  the 
task,  do  the  work  to  ensure  that  everyone 
has  food,  shelter,  education,  health  care. 
And  whatever  happened  to  that  old 
Women’s  Movement  thang  of  "universal 
child  care"  that  takes  into  account  the 
need  for  a mother  and  her  children  to  be 
in  proximity,  whether  at  school  or  on  the 
job?  We  could  establish  support  groups 
in  schools  for  teen  mothers  so  that  per- 
haps they’ll  be  encouraged  to  stay  in 
school,  despite  the  challenges.  Why  do  we 
exile  these  young  mothers? 

Sex  education:  It’s  way  past  time  to  get 
over  our  artificial  moral  hangups.  My 
generation  didn’t  talk  about  sex.  Did  this 
stop  dysfuncitonal  families,  sex  or  preg- 
nancies? Hell,  no.  Let’s  have  the  openess 
to  do  something  different.  Open  up  the 
discussion  about  human  sexuality  with 
educational  conversation  that  teaches  us 
safe  and  pleasurable  sex,  response-able 


Recycle  Your  Tree  at  the  Curb. 


WHEN 


Your  first  recycling  day  after  January  1st,  by  6 a.m. 


WHERE 


At  the  curb,  next  to  your  blue  bin. 
Apartment  residents:  at  the  curb  on  your  streets  first 
recycling  day  after  January  1st,  by  6 a.m. 


If  you  need  to  recycle  your  tree 
before  or  after  your  designated 
TreeCycling  day,  or  for  more 

information,  call 
the  San  Francisco 
Recycling  Hotline 
at  554-6193. 


• Trees  only!  No  bases  (metal  or  plastic), 

ornaments,  tinsel,  painted  or  flocked  trees. 
Do  not  put  your  tree  in  a plastic  bag. 

• Trees  on  the  curb  on  other  days 
will  become  trash. 


and  integritous  relationships,  wholesome 
and  loving  child  rearing.  C’mon  folks,  we 
might  even  like  this.  Our  old  views  are 
based  in  the  idea  that  women  and  children 
are  possessions.  No,  absolutely  not!  We 
have  hearts,  souls,  spirits  and  we  are  made 
of  flesh.  Let’s  talk,  be  honest,  get  real. 

In  all  of  the  above,  our  small-minded- 
ness and  lack  of  vision  probably  comes 
from  fear  that  there  is  some  horrible 
monster  lurking  in  our  libidos  and  we 
might  go  absolutely  wild.  Well,  okay,  we 
might  (could  be  fun).  Realistically,  what 
would  happen,  though,  is  that  we  would 
become  conscious  without  drugs  to  numb 
us  out.  And  even  though  we  couldn’t  cre- 


ate a pain-free  world  because  pain  is  a 
part  of  the  world  we  live  in,  we  wouldn’t 
need  drugs  to  numb  us  if  we  lived  in  a 
world  in  which  there  is  equity,  compas- 
sion, respect  and  comfort.  Ideally,  what 
could  happen  is  that  we  would  create  so- 
cial, personal,  spiritual  interrelationships 
that  encourage  our  evolution  in  the 
natural  order  of  cosmic  expansion.  We 
could  create  loving,  caring,  thriving 
familial,  tribal  groupings. 

These  are  all  possible  if  we  set  our 
hearts  to  the  task.  Possible,  if  we  say  no 
to  the  popes,  prezes,  whips  and  chains. 
Possible,  if  we  say  yes  to  our  dreams, 
visions,  imaginations.  Say  "Yes!"  to  life. 


(jjffx — -V 
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Books  And  Toys  For  Grown-ups 

A clean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and  men 
(and  parents!)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books  and 
videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to  electrifying 
i erotica,  you'll  find  it  at 

1 GOOD  VIBRATIONS 

J 1210  Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 
Open  every  day  II  a.m.  - 7 p.m.,  974-8980 

Women  o Clinic 

Providing  low  coot,  confidential, 
and  personalized  care 


Serving  the 
community 
since  1969 


•Free  pregnancy  testing 
and  exam: 
immediate  results 


•Family-centered 
obstetrical  care 

•Birth  control  and 
pregnancy 
termination 

Complete  gynecology 
services 


Michael  B.  Abramson,  M.D.  Chris  S.  Manitsas,  M.D. 
William  M.  Waters,  M.D.  Ann  Starego,  C.N.M. 

Drop-in  service  Medi-Cal  welcome  Se  habla  Espanol 
Self-pay,  Insurance,  Visa  and  MasterCard  accepted 


1650  Valencia  Street 

(between  Army  & Mission) 


285-7788 


Affiliated  with  St.  Lukes  Hospital 
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OUTSTANDING 
SELECTION  OF 
ORGANICALLY 
GROWN  FRUITS 
AND 

VEGETABLES 
AT 

AFFORDABLE 
PRICES 

DBOOUNTS 
ON  MOST  CASE  OR 
BULK  ITEM  PURCHASES 


THE 

store  hours  mon^sat  900  - 8:30 
sun.  1000-8:30 

phone  (415)863-0620 


RAINBOW 

GROCERY 

INCOBPOBAttO 


1899  MISSION  ST.  (AT  15TH) 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 


■rm 


31Z0  16th3t 

431-4061 


CS  fe  ftfe^TO 

£ RESTAURANT 


% 


ij  {lie  only  (tb^etjiC  rcitivr&ixt ! 

©pen  Monidy  tiru  LUNCH 

11-3:30 


3292  -22nd  Street 

esouina  Valencia 

282-8867 


DINNER 
5-11  pm 


SUNDAY,  JANUARY  1 

Hey  Niners  Fans  - Beethoven’s  Ninth 
Symphony  (The  Choral)  conducted  by 
Urs  Leonhardt  and  performed  by  the 
Community  Music  Center  Orchestra,  also 
Beethoven’s  Piano  Concerto  No.3.  A 
benefit  for  the  Community  Music  Center 
Orchestra  Fund.  First  Congregational 
Church  ,Post  and  Mason,  4 pm,  $10. 647- 
6015. 


"American  Queeries"  series  on  KQED’s 
Friday  night  alternative  beginning  tonight 
at  11  PM  and  running  for  13  weeks  before 
the  Newt  sells  Channel  9 to  Home  Shop- 
ping Network.  Tonight:  "The  Great 
Divide",  an  expose  of  the  religious  right’s 
attacks  in  Oregon  and  Colorado,  with 
other  short  films  about  gay  hashing,  les- 
bian bashing  and  racist  and  homophobic 
violence. 


TUESDAY,  JANUARY  3 

Not  Pedestrian  Islands  - The  co- 
founders  of  Emerging  Islands  Press 
celebrate  11  years  of  collaboration  with  a 
reading  of  new  and  favorite  works  of 
prose  and  poetry.  Modern  times  Books 
888  Valencia  St.,  7:30  pm,  free. 


WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  4 

The  Buddha  Is  In  - San  Francisco 
Buddhist  Center  open  house,  meet  with 
course  teachers,  take  part  in  a guided 
meditation  and  hear  a brief  presentation 
on  the  Center.  SF  Buddhist  Center  47 
Bartlett  St.,  7 pm,  free.  282-2018 


THURSDAY,  JANUARY  5 

Hie  Second  Coniine  of  Joan  Of  Arc 

and  Other  Plavs  - Playwright  Carolyn 
Gage  signs  copies  of  her  collect  plays 
about  marginalized  women  such  as  the 
"historically  erased  lesbian”  Jane  Addams 
and  "angry  young  dyke"  Joan  of  Arc. 
Staged  reading  by  actor  Debra  Wright. 
Old  Wives  Tales  1009  Valencia,  8 pm. 
$3-10.  821-4676 


FRIDAY,  JANUARY  6 

Estrogen-Based  Extravaganza  - "In- 
tersections of  Disability  Sex  and  Race"is  a 
spectacle  of  the  crippled,  queer,  mixed 
blood,  dance , spoken  word,  stilt  walking, 
and  jazz  singing;  featuring  Cheryl  Marie 
Wade  (Friday  only),  Scarlett  Harlot.  Nao 
Bustamante  and  Carol  Queen.  Luna  Sea 
2940  16th  St.#216C,  8 pm,  $7-20.  Also 
plays  on  Saturday  January  7th.  863-2989 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  7 

Pete  Wilson’s  Inaugural  Party  - Good 
news...  free  food!  Bad  news,  it’s  in 
Sacramento  & costs  an  arm  and  a leg 
(someone  else’s).  Jobs  is  a Right  Cam- 
paign is  busing  celebrants  up  at  7 AM 
from  City  Hall,  call  826-6828  for  details. 

WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  11 

Hie  Iron  House:  Stories  From  The 
Yard  - Jerome  Washington  reads  from  his 
book  based  on  his  experiences  in  the 
American  prison  system,  which  won  the 
1994  Western  States  Book  Award  for 
Creative  Nonfiction.Modern  Times 
Books  888  Valencia  St.,  7:30  pm,  free. 


THURSDAY,  JANUARY  12 

Meeting  of  the  16th  Street  Neighbor- 
hood Association  - Election  of  new  of- 
ficers, workshop  planning.  If  you  are 
interested  in  being  Secretary  or  Treasurer 
call  558-8133  by  1\11.  Centro  Del  Pueblo 
474  Valencia  St.,  8:30  am. 


FRIDAY,  JANUARY  13 

New  Videos  By  Mission  District  Cel- 
luloid Homeboy  George  Kuchar!!  -Two 
new  spanking  new  works,  featuring  pup- 
peteer-fu,  litteratti  chases  and  gratuitous 
Whitley  Strieber.  ATA  992  Valencia  St., 
7:30  and  9:30  pm,  $5. 824-3890 

The  Living  Room  Festival  - catch  the 


SATURDAY,  JANUARY  14 

Luna  Sea  Presents  - New  perfor- 
mance works,  dance  and  spoken  word  too 
hot  to  be  described  here  call  863-2989. 
Luna  Sea  2940  16th  St.  #216C,  8 pm, 
$7-10 


SUNDAY,  JANUARY  15 

Sarah’s  Soloists  - An  evening  of  solo 
performances  from  Sarah  brown’s  perfor- 
mance class  featuring  Elisa  Galdo,  Joey 
Xanders,  Sarah  Brown  and  more.  Luna 
Sea  2940  16th  St.  #216C,  $5. 863-2989 


TUESDAY,  JANUARY  17 

Free  Anger  and  Conflict  Resolution 
Class  - This  eight  week  course  includes 
aggression  and  conflict  management,  fair 
fighting  rules  and  recognizing  hidden 
anger.  Everett  Middle  School  , 450 
Church  St,  6:30  pm.  585-5150 


WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  18 

One  Of  A Kind  - The  Bay  Area’s  only 
open  reading  for  gay  and  lesbian  writers. 
Modern  Times  Books  888  Valencia  St., 
7:30  pm,  free. 


THURSDAY,  JANUARY  19 

Desperate  Women  Need  To  Talk  To 
You  - Joan  Frank  reads  from  her  debut 
book  on  facing  up  to  middle  age  and  all  its 
complications.  Old  Wives  Tales  1009 
Valencia,  8 pm,  $3-10. 821-4676 

Dancers’Group\  Footwork  E Festival 
-This  five  week  festival  opens  with  the 
"highly  theartrical,  neo-rock  and  roll 
movement  poems"  of  Nesting  Dolls 
Dance  co.  plus,  car  culture  explored  in 
dance,  comedy  and  theater  by  Squad  and 
the  athleticism  of  the  Wells  and  Hermes- 
dorf  Dance  Co.  Also  plays  on  Saturday, 
January  20thv  Footwork  3321  22nd  St.,  8 
pm,  $10-12.  824-5044 

Redevelopment?  - Public  meeting  on 
the  possibility  of  establishing  a 
Redevelopment  Agency  Survey  Area  in 
the  Mission.  Youth  For  Service  25  14th 
St.,  6 pm,  free. 

"Black  Lizard"  - This  1968  Japanese 
film  described  by  the  Village  Voice  as 
"naughty  noir"  includes  a feme  fatale  jewel 
thief  with  her  island  of  living  love  statues 
and  stars  Yukio  Mishima.  ATA  992 
Valencia  St.,  8:30  pm,  $5. 824-3890 

Roll  Over  Che  Guevara  - Radical 
journalist  Marc  Cooper  gives  reflects  on 
various  incidences  of  disorder,  mayhem 
and  chaos  in  the  New  World  Order  and 
reads  from  his  interview  with  Che 
Guevara’s  grandson.  Modern  Times 
Books  888  Valencia  St.,  7:30  pm,  free. 


FRIDAY,  JANUARY  20 

Don’t  Kill  Your  TV  Just  Yet  - Part  2 of 
KQED’s  Living  Room  Festival  is  a series 
of  seven  videos  under  the  heading  "Per- 
sonal Voices”,  ranging  from  an  animated 
short  on  prison  life  to  reflections  on  being 
HIV  + . KQED  Channel  9,  11  pm,  free 
(unless  there’s  a stupid  pledge  break). 
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SATURDAY,  JANUARY  21 

Tales  That  Catholic  School  Girls  Tell 
- Women  from  the  Masters  of  Writing 
Program  at  the  University  of  San  Francis- 
co read  their  stuff.  Luna  Sea  2940  16th  St. 
#216C,  8 pm,  $5-10.  863-2989 

E Festival  Rolls  On  - The  Knee  Jerk 
Dance  Project  premiere’s  "Laid  To 
Waste",  a dance  through  the  personal  ads 
by  Deborah  Carr  and  "Tricky  Venus",  a bit 
of  witty  erotica  from  Underbelly  Dance- 
Theater  Beast.  Footwork  3321 22nd  St.,  8 
pm,  $10-12.  824-5044  Also  plays  on  Sun- 
day the  22nd. 


SUNDAY  JANUARY  22 

Get  Wasted  With  The  San  Francisco 
Bicycle  Coalition  - Rain  or  shine  five  hour 
exterior  bicycle  tour  of  the  city’s  sewer 
system.  See  the  Oceanside  treatment 
plant,  hear  about  the  crosstown  tunnel, 
smell  Islais  Creek,  bring  a lunch  (!?). 
Meet  at  Precita  Park  (Harrison  and 
Precita),  11  am,  free.  431-BIKE 


MONDAY,  JANUARY  23 

Computer  Repair  Program  Testing 
Date  - This  12  week  training  program 
followed  by  a 12  week  internship  is 
designed  for  high  school  or  pre-GED  stu- 
dents begin  February  1st.  Call  Youth  For 
Service  at  621-5555  for  information.  Test- 
ing concludes  Tuesday  the  24th. 


TUESDAY,  JANUARY  24 

Prosodia  5 Benefit  - This  reading  for 
New  College  of  California’s  Poetics  Jour- 
nal features  poets  Juan  Felipe  Herrera 
and  Carla  Harryman.  Modern  Times 
Books  888  Valencia  St.,  7:30  pm 

The  Tyger  And  the  Flame:  An  Ex- 
ploration Of  Sudden  Delight  In  Poetry 
-Intersection  for  the  Arts  writer-in- 
residence Edith  Jenkins,  a longtime  peace 
and  labor  activist  reads  her  poetry  and 
prose.  Reception  follows.  Intersection  for 
the  Arts  446  Valencia  St.,  8 pm.  626-2787 


THURSDAY,  JANUARY  26 

16th  Street  Neighborhood  Associa- 
tion Meeting  - Workshop  planning  ses- 
sion. Centro  Del  Pueblo  474  Valencia  St., 
8:30  am.  558-8133 


the  Gannett  Performance  Project.  Foot- 
work 3321  22nd  St.,  8 pm,  $10-12.  824- 
5044  Also  plays  on  Friday  the  26th. 

President  Bubba  and  Other  Progres- 
sive Disasters  - Syndicated  columnist  and 
author  Norman  Solomon  talks  about  how 
progressives  can  best  survive  what’s  left  of 
the  Clinton  presidency.  New  college  777 
Valencia  St.,  7:30  pm,  $5-10. 255-2940 

Rads  - Radical  Women  meeting  on 
"Feminist  Control  of  21st  Century  Tech- 
nology", delicious  dinner  $5  donation)  at 
6;45  precedes  the  meeting  at  7:30.  Valen- 
cia Hall  523-A  Valencia  St.  864-1278 


FRIDAY,  JANUARY  27 

An  Evening  of  Jew  D)fce  Performance 

- Featuring  Rebecca  Levi,  Carina  Ferero, 
Charlotte  Biltekoff,  Audrey  Lehman  & 
Eva,  Alessandra  & Wendi  and  more  at 
Luna  Sea,  2940 16th  Street  #216  C.  8 PM, 
$7-10, 863-2989. 

American  Indian  Film  Festival  - 
Paiute  and  Lusieno  documentaries 
screened  by  the  Living  Room  festival  11 
PM  on  KQED. 

Country  Stars  - a night  of  old  country 
music  and  video  at  AT  A,  featuring  early 
Grande  Ole  Opry,  "Nashvile"  (sic) 
favorites  and  Tom  Armstrong  live.  Two 
(!)  shows,  7:30  and  9:30,  $5  at  992  Valen- 
cia (824-3890). 


SATURDAY,  JANUARY  28 

Conceptual  Performance  and  New 
Music  - at  Luna  Sea  (2940  16th  Street 
#216C)  featuring  Elisa  Galdo,  Audrey, 
Michelle  Tea  and  more.  8 PM,  $7-10, 
863-2989. 

Mad  Movement  Mishmashes 

Potrzebie  Dance  Project,  On  Site  Dance 
and  Joanne  Nerenberg  with  Gravytrain  in 
two  E Festival  nights  at  Footwork,  3221 
22nd.  8 PM  (also  29th),  824-5044. 


SUNDAY,  JANUARY  29 

The  Tyger  and  the  Flame  Return  -A 

talk  and  workshop  with  author  Edith 
Jenkins  at  Intersection...  the  former  at 
10:30  AM,  the  workshop  (limited  to  those 
attending  the  morning  session)  at  1:30 
PM.  446  Valencia,  call  626-2787  for 
info/reservations. 


THE  TOWER 
CINEMA 


2465  MISSION  ST.  (AT  21ST) 


EVERYBODY'S  FAVORITE  MOVIE  HOUSE 
Films  in  English  with  Spanish  subtitles 

1st  run  blockbuster  movies  walking 
distance  from  your  home! 


STARTS  IN  JANUARY 


TALES  THE  CRYPTS 

DEMON  KNIGHT 


COMING  SOON 


MI  F AM  ILIA 

EDWARD  JAMES  OLMOS 
JIMMY  SMITS 

EMEREA 

ANGELICA  HOUSTON 
MARISA  TOMEI 


.'I 


• ALL  NEW  SOUND  SYSTEM 

• Check  out  our  Thursday  night 
neighborhood  specials. 

DOORS  OPEN: 

WEEKDAYS  1:30  PM  • WEEKENDS  11:30  AM 
PHONE:  648-11  00 


THE  ELl/ES 


OFFICE  SUPPORT  SERVICES 


E Festival  Rocks  On  - In  the  second 
installment  of  this  five  week  festival 
there’s  a kinky  coming-of-age  piece  by  the 
Underbelly  Dance-Theater  Beast,  some 
deconstructive  dancing  aimed  at  T.S. 
Eliot  and  two  other  solo  pieces  by 
Michelle  Spencer,  and  a choreographical 
treatment  of  the  mixed  heritage  issue  by 

The  Last  Yiddish  Poet  - A Traveling 
Jewish  Theatre’s  irreverent  humor  and 
celebration  in  the  midst  of  loss  at  Project 
Artaud,  2800  Mariposa,  January  19  - 
February  26th.  Tickets  $12-15,  call  399- 
1809  for  times  and  reservations. 

Artists’  Digital  Access  - A hands-on 
series  of  classes  in  Macintosh  digital  im- 
aging, desktop  audio  video  and  interac- 
tive multimedia.  Classes  in  January  and 
February  at  AT  A,  call  824-3890. 


ONGOING: 

Daphne  Scholinski  - Artwork  on  dis- 
play at  Red  Dora’s  Bearded  Lady,  485 
14th  all  month. 

Cruise  Night  Forever  Car  clubs,  pin- 
tos,  poets,  varrio  politicos,  pandileros  y 
mas  every  Sunday  night,  8 to  10  PM  on 
Radio  Libre  103.3  FM. 

Help  Make  the  Robot  Uprising!  - A 
robotic  guerrilla  army  of  mechanical  pan- 
handlers, street  preachers,  prostitutes 
and  poets  unleashed  upon  institutions  of 
cultural,  economic  and  political  power 
(and  when  arrested,  become  mechanical 
Prop.  184  prisoners).  Technicians  and 
engineers  and  other  people  with  brains 
and  production  skills  should  call  487-9727 
weekday  mornings. 


Fully  bilingual 
support  services 
(English  & Spanish ) to  meet 
your  office , business 
or  personal  needs ! 


Secretarial 
Word  Processing 
Tape  Transcriptions 
Resumes 
Translations 


Bilingual  Typesetting 
Computer  Support 
Forms  Fill-out 
FAX 

Notary  Public 


3362  - 24th  St. 
(Between  Bartlett  & 
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ROUND  WORLD 
MUSIC  REVIEW 

by  Robert  Leaver 


NINETY  FOUR 
IN  REVIEW 

In  our  round  world  of  music  we  saw 
many  releases  of  classic  music  from 
Central  and  North  Africa  as  well  as  Cuba 
and  Trinidad.  Perhaps  this  year  was  not 
so  strong  for  new  releases,  but  the  volume 
of  material  available  on  compact  disc  has 
grown  tremendously.  Complain  as  we 
may  about  the  cost  of  CDs,  at  least  the 
profit  incentive  has  led  to  the  rerelease  of 
some  much  sought-after  music. 

Here  follows  a list  of  last  year’s  top 
Afro-Caribbean/World  Music  hits: 

1.  CACHAO  Master  Sessions  1 - The 
true  master  of  mambo,  Latin  jazz  and  the 
descarga  (jam  session)  finally  gets  his  due. 
Nineteen  ninety-three  saw  the  release  of 
the  Andy  Garcia-produced  film  "Como 
Su  Ritmo  No  Hay  Dos"  (now  on  video)  of 
an  incredible  concert  featuring  the  top 
Cuban  musicians  working  through  the 
range  of  Cuban  music.  This  CD  takes  that 
concept  into  the  studio.  A must. 

2.  BAABA  MAAL  Filin’  in  Fouta  -- 
Although  this  record  came  out  only 
recently,  it  is  so  well  done  it  deserves  high 
praise.  Baaba  is  a chilling  vocalist  from 
Senegal  who  can  play  both  modern  and 
traditional  music  well.  On  this  production 
(a  massive  one  at  that)  Baaba  lays  down 
funk,  salsa,  traditional  West-African  griot 
music,  jazz  and  the  coolest  rap  I’ve  heard 
in  French.  A world  chart-seeking  musical 
missile. 

3 . DESCARGA  BOR1CUA  Estar  si  va 
- Technically  a ’93  release,  this  one  didn’t 
come  into  full  force  until  ’94.  A two-disc, 
two-hour  jam  session  featuring  the 
heaviest  salsa  and  Latin  jazz  musicians  in 
Puerto  Rico.  A range  of  styles  well 


recorded  and  lounge  times  that  let  the 
musicians  stretch  out. 

4.  AFRICANDO  Vol.  2 - Tierra 
Tradicional  — The  sensation  of  ’93  in  the 
Afro-Tropical  world  was  this  production, 
which  featured  three  singers  from 
Senegal,  an  arranger  from  Mali  and  a 
whole  host  of  New  York  City’s  top  Latin 
musicians.  This  release  is  from  the  same 
recording  that  produced  the  first.  Every 
bit  as  exciting,  it  features  a range  of  tunes 
from  bolero  to  salsa  and  charanga.  A 
unique  collaboration  that  works. 

5.  LOS  VAN  VAN  LQ  Ultimo  En  Vivo 
— This  is  the  first  live  release  from  one  of 
the  most  popular  bands  from  Cuba.  Like 
all  great  bands,  they  are  better  live  than  in 
the  studio.  Featuring  some  new,  younger 
members,  they  seem  revitalized  as  they 
work  through  new  arrangements  and  clas- 
sic "coros"  that  get  everyone  singing  along. 
Smooth  songo  that  seduces  the  hips  into 
motion. 

6.  CARNEVALE  CARIBE  ~ From 
Germany  comes  this  collection  produced 
by  taking  groups  into  the  studio  while  they 
were  in  Berlin  for  a Caribbean  music  fes- 
tival. Featuring  Mario  Bauza’s  mambo 
orchestra,  Dominican  merengue  and 
Columbian  vallenato  (together),  Rara 
Machine  from  Haiti  in  their  best  record- 
ing, trombone-led  reggae  by  Rico 
Rodriguez,  Orchestra  Cumbre  de  Pinar 
del  Rio  from  Cuba  and  more.  A superb 
cast  of  musicians  recorded  supremely. 

7.  TIMBALADA  --  This  carnaval 
group  from  Salvador,  Bahia,  in  Brazil  is  a 
scorcher.  Featuring  direction  from  Car- 
linhos  Brown  (who  earned  Sergio  Mendes 
his  Grammy  on  Brasilero).  the  massive 
batteria  is  accompanied  by  a large  horn 
section,  legions  of  singers  and  electric  in- 
struments for  a joyful  march  through 


Count  Dovn 


Sundays  6-10  pm  , no  cover 
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dj's  Mixmaster  Clay,  Mongrel,  Chili  'D\  Ivette,  Chavez 
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Afro- Brazilian  rhythms. 

8.  MANU  DIBANGO  Wakafrika  - 
The  quintessential^  hip  saxophonist  and 
musical  director  from  Cameroun,  Diban- 
go  brought  some  of  Africa’s  most  popular 
singers  together  to  sing  versions  of 
African  "standards";  so  we  have  Youssou 
N’dour  singing  Dibango’s  classic  "Soul 
Makossa,"  SaLif  Keita  singing  Toure 
Kunda’s  "Emma"  and  King  Sunny  Ade 
doing  Olatunji/Santana’s  classic  "Jingo." 
An  ambitious  project  that  has  its  moments 
and  opts  for  the  unusual  rather  than  the 
predictable.  And  it  definitely  wins  the 
award  for  best-  dressed  cover. 

9.  JUAN  LUIS  GUERRA  Fogarate  ~ 
The  pop  singer  from  the  Dominican 
Republic  must  be  given  credit  for  being 
hip  to  Zaire  soukous  in  addition  to  being 
a great  singer  and  lyricist.  On  this  venture 
he  brings  Diblo  DibaJa  from  Zaire  in  to 
play  soukous  guitar  on  several  cuts  — 


super!  The  album  also  features  some 
smoking  "tipica"  merengue  with  Francisco 
UUoa  and  a classic  Cuban  song.  "Souko- 
merengue"  could  be  the  next  craze;  hats 
off  to  the  man  who  did  it  first. 

10.  MAD1LU-SYSTEM  Sans  Com- 
mentaire  — Our  lone  entry  from  the  musi- 
cally rich  country  of  Zaire  this  year, 
Madilu  was  the  quivering  emotive  singer 
with  the  late,  great  Franco  & OK  Jazz. 
This  is  a classic  soukouss  record  featuring 
a host  of  famous  guitarists  and  singers  that 
pays  homage  to  the  rumba  sound  of  OK 
Jazz  in  a modem  production. 

Many  other  records  from  this  past 
year  are  certainly  worthy  of  inclusion,  so 
take  this  for  what  it’s  worth:  an 
opinionated  top  ten  from  my  Round 
World.  Happy  New  Year  --  let’s  hope  it’s 
a good  one  with  lots  of  grooves. 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
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included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 


For  more  information  call  552-0825 
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A BRIGHT  AND  SHINING  FUTURE 

(YEAH,  RIGHT!) 


by  Frank  Stauf 

X994  went  out  the  way  he  came: 
puking  his  guts  out  in  an  alley  off  Mission 
Street.  It’s  not  an  alley  you’ll  find  on  any 
map,  existing  as  it  does  in  time,  not  space: 
the  Alley  of  Years  Past,  where  all  the 
scabrous  and  malodorous  graybeards  of 
history  while  away  their  limbo.  Here  you’ll 
find 

the  Reagan  years  still  ganging  up  on 
the  Carter  years,  slapping  them  silly  with 
Gucci  billfolds  - the  ’60s  rolling  anything 
combustible  in  cigarette  papers,  oc- 
casionally rousing  themselves  to  protest 
the  litter  and  pollution  of  the  alley  — 1972 
in  glitter  eyeshadow,  urinating  on  the  ’50s 
(who  secretly  love  it)  - 1976  doing  the 
pogo  and  banging  on  garbage  can  lids  in 
time  to  a far,  far  Dionysian  drumbeat  - 
the  ’20s  roaring  drunk  and  dapper  in  top 
hats,  tails,  dickeys  of  crusted  vomit  as  they 
dance  the  Charleston  (except  for  1929, 
who  jumps  out  of  a window  again  and 
again  on  top  of  the  dusty  and  bedraggled 
’30s)  - the  ’teens  and  ’40s  slipping  and 
sliding  in  the  blood  of  the  World  Wars, 
along  with  the  Korea  and  Vietnam  years 
with  bleeding  rotten  stumps  of  limbs,  and 
Gulf  War  1991  with  eyeless  sockets  (see 
no  evil,  now  that  bombs  have  eyes)  - 

All  these  and  many,  many  more  are 
there  to  welcome  1994  into  the  Alley  of 
Years  Past  as  he  wipes  the  blood  and 
rancid  dribble  from  his  beard  with  a 
frayed  sleeve.  The  other  years  all  slap  him 
on  the  back,  call  him  a hale  fellow  well  met 
- not  because  they’re  glad  of  his  company 
(the  alley  is  already  crowded  enough), 
and  not  because  they’re  eager  for  news  of 
the  last  12  months  (they  couldn’t  care 
less),  but  because  1994’s  arrival  means 
that  1995  will  soon  be  toddling  innocently 
down  the  street,  quite  unaware  of  the 
gauntlet  he  will  have  to  pass  ...  and  there 
is  nothing  some  old  winos  love  more  than 
to  snatch  a tender  young  New  Year  from 


behind  and  introduce  it,  so  to  speak,  to  the 
ways  of  the  world. 

1994  still  remembers  his  own  initia- 
tion: He  hadn’t  been  able  to  sit  down  till 
Spring.  And  every  New  Year  has  it 
tougher  than  the  one  before,  of  course, 
what  with  one  more  old  year  added  to  the 
waiting  mob  ...  all  of  which  was  nothing, 
1994  reflects,  compared  to  what  came 
next: 

Twelve  months  of  10,000,000,000  + 
feet  tramping  over  and  over  him,  some  in 
combat  boots  that  marched  in  time  to  final 
heartbeats  of  the  slaughtered  --  so-called 
leaders  shitting  in  his  ear  — religions 
wanking  in  his  eye  with  one  hand,  waving 
swords  and  gospels  in  his  face  with  the 
other  — pop  pop  pop  of  gunfire  in  the 
marketplace  and  hungry  babies  crying  day 
and  night  (the  voice  of  the  world)  - 
screams  muffled  in  a small  grey  cell,  and 
the  laughter  of  the  torturer  at  happy  hour 
as  the  electoral  pendulum  swings  to  the 
right  - a generation  of  dupes,  of  tabloid 
fodder  - cannons  at  the  ready  "to  protect 
our  freedoms"  --  a convicted  CRIMINAL 
loses  bowel  control  on  the  electric  chair, 
fight  grimace  of  the  offended  priest  — 
commercial  for  a toilet  bowl  freshener 
distracting  the  suicide  — winds  and  hur- 
ricanes --  Green  Card  witch  hunt  — "Free 
O J.!"  while  the  forests  burn  day  and  night 
— cattle  chewing  cud  on  track  to 
slaughterhouse  --  the  endless  copulating 
food  chain  from  jungle  to  prison  - love 
extinguished  at  the  drop  of  a paycheck, 
flick  of  a dial,  a chemical  switch  --  love 
talking  crazy  to  itself  walking  up  and  down 
the  same  three  blocks  counting  cracks  in 
the  sidewalk. ... 

Oh,  it  would  be  a downright  SHAME, 
thinks  1994,  in  retrospect,  to  let  a New 
Year  face  all  that  without  some  pre-liba- 
tion, some  foretaste  of  the  pain  to  come. 
Every  New  Year  must  be  taught  to  hate  in 
order  to  survive  the  death  of  love  in  the 
world.  He  feels  a twinge  of  sympathy  for 
the  coming  year,  but  this  is  soon  subsumed 


in  tingling  anticipation  of  the  virgin  booty, 
smooth  and  downy  in  its  big  white  cotton 
diaper.  After  12  months  in  the  world,  1994 
is  only  human:  He  just  wants  to  stick  it  to 
the  other  guy  the  way  it  was  stuck  to  him, 
which  is  what  the  world  means  by  "Tradi- 
tion.'1 

It’s  1994’s  job  to  be  lookout  man  at  the 
mouth  of  the  alley  - "chicken  scout,"  1975 
calls  him.  His  back  to  the  graffiti  wall,  the 
newest  Old  Year  peers  around  the  corner, 
watching  for  "the  kid"  — his  foot  held  out 
ready  to  trip  the  hapless  young  rube. 

And  here  comes  1995!  He’s  got  his 
pillowy  white  diaper  on,  and  a brand  new 
sash,  and  his  bulbous  pink  feet  are  slap- 
ping the  pavement  in  martial  time.  He’s 
confident,  smirking  to  himself,  humming 
a corny  tune  - infuriating  the  old  perverts 
who  grope  themselves  as  they  line  up 
chronologically. 


Yes,  here  he  comes  - and  down  he 
goes!  Sniggling  against  the  centuries  of 
greasy  arms  that  pin  him  to  the  garbage 
heap  - his  eyes  meet  those  of  his  immedi- 
ate forebear  but  he  finds  no  mercy  there 
- the  bottle  forced  into  his  mouth,  he  feels 
the  rotgut  fire  loosen  limbs  --  no  pity  from 
the  laughing  ghosts  who  pass  him  down 
the  long,  long  train  of  years,  until  he’s 
filled  up  to  the  rim  with  the  lessons  of 
history. 

"Aji  ugly  picture"  --  to  be  sure,  so  I 
won’t  leave  you  with  it.  After  all,  who 
knows  what’s  waiting  on  the  next  corner? 
Maybe  someone  who  will  tell  the  kid: 
"Tradition  can’t  be  passed  unless  it’s 
taken." 

Maybe  this  time  the  kid  will  listen, 
after  he’s  cleaned  some  of  the  filth  out  of 
his  ears. 

Fat  chance. 
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